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What kind of a man ought you to be? Such a 
man that, when you have passed away from earth, 
your son can say of you in all sincerity as Thomas 
Carlyle has said of his good father: “ He was a man 
into the corners of whose house there had shined 
through the years of his pilgrimage, by day and by 
night, the light of the glory of God ; and at the last 
he was not, for God took him.” Will your character 
and your home answer to that description ? 

Now is the time to close up little Sunday-schools 
which have not amounted to much in pleasant weather. 
The summer is the season fcr testing schools—experi- 
menting with them—to see if they are worth keeping 
on through the winter. If they are found really 
valuable, they will run all the year round. If they 
are practically good for nothing, they will be closed 
for the winter months. As to reopening them for 
another trial in the spring, that will be a question for 
consideration in due time. A winter Sunday-school 
is always better than a summer Sunday-school. This 
is as true in the country where the snow-drifts are 
heavy, or the roads are muddy, where there are no 
stoves in the little church or no chinkings in the log 
school-house, as it is in the best appointed school 


" buildings in the larger towns and cities. The poorest 





time in the year to be without a Sunday-school is the | for transactions of this sort, the idea is not yet 


winter—especially in the country. On this point the | wholly extinct, and there are people in the world 
scholars are agreed. Only the superintendent or | who would look with favor on a revival of the prac- 


Take a school vote on this, if you are in doubt. 


a 


If one wants to get a clear idea of the unconscious 
influence he exerts upon others, he may profitably stop 
to think of the effect. which the lives of others have 
upon his own. Nobody is so destitute of friends, or 
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fail ta be materially influenced, every day of his life, 
by somebody, be it wife, or friend, or pastor, or writer. 
And we are constantly tempted to copy accidents 
rather than essentials, eccentricities instead of sterling 
qualities, sins and not virtues. If we do all this, 
somebody weaker or younger than we is doing precisely 
the same thing in the imitation of our own actions, 
great and small. Who that has ever taught children 
has not been amused to see their little copyings of 
one’s own peculiarities of dress, or manner, or speech? 
But grown people as well as children copy greater 
things than these, and we have something better to 
do than to laugh, when we see some odd caricatures of 
our appearance or words in the social world in which 
we live. No one has a right to put into his own life 
that which he is not willing to see indefinitely redupli- 
cated in the lives of others. 


In order to facilitate the gathering of the freshest 
Sunday-school information, from all quarters, for the 
pages of The Sunday School Times, an arrangement 
has been made with Mr. E. Payson Porter, of Chicago, 
by which he is to remove to Philadelphia, and devote 
his time and energies to the interests of this paper. 
Mr. Porter is widely known as the statistical secretary 
of the International Sunday-school Convention. He 
has for the past year been one of the editors of The 
Sunday-school News and Bible Studies. He enters 
at once upon the duties of his new position. With 
the new year the editorial force of The Times is to 
be enlarged by the addition of Mr. Samuel W. Clark, 
of Newark, New Jersey. Mr. Clark has long been 
the corresponding secretary of the New Jersey 
Sunday-school Association. He is superintendent of 
the normal department of St. Paul’s Methodist Epis- 
copal Sunday-school in Newark. He was editor, 
during all its existence, of The Sunday-school Black- 
board, a bi-monthly magazine of visible illustrations. 
Mr. @lark’s profession has been that of a teacher; 
and his experience in this sphere, as well as his large 
familiarity with practical Sunday-school work, gives 
him peculiar fitness for usefulness on the staff of this 


paper, to the duties of which all his time is to be 
given. 


rN 


What a convenience it would be if modern sinners 
could avail themselves of some of the devices by 
which their predecessors in wickedness have sought 
to get rid of their burden of guilt! Could anything 
be handier, for instance, than the medizval plan of 
paying a fixed sum for murder, and another for 
arson, and still smaller amounts for lesser crimes? 
By a nice appraisal of the cash value of special sins, 
one could adjust his wickedness to the capacity of his 
purse, and so get rid of law and conscience by a 
simple matter of bargain and sale. Though neither 
the law nor the churches any longer afford facilitios 


| 





_| teachers say that a winter vacation is a necessity.| tice. If a great criminal is so fortunate as to be 
‘| rich, he may still hire legal counsel as eminent as 


his crime is serious; and as far as religion is con- 
cerned, one does not have serious difficulty in finding 
men who strive to make their offerings weigh just as 
much as their offenses. And this is a temptation 
from which none of us can feel sure that we are 
exempt. Men and women of to-day have as much 
need to remember as did their predecessors in the 
middle ages, that restitution and good works are 
worthless unless preceded by sound repentance; and 
even then only so far as they are an evidence of 
faith. 


One of the hardest of human achievements is that 
of being great in retirement. A man may do his 
work well in the busy years of life; he may bea 
power for good, may successfully achieve the great 
results which he seeks, and may bravely battle 
against enemies without and temptations within ; but 
yet, when his days of retirement come, he may spend 
them weakly and ungraciously. When the merchant 
has left the street, or the minister has resigned his 
pulpit, or the superintendent has taken his seat in a 
class, then comes a test which may be harder than 
any which has gone before. Sooner or later, if we 
live to be old, we must all lay down something which 
we once held with a strong hand. If then we begin 
to feel a jealousy of our successors ; if their achieve- 
ments seem trivial and their blunders serious; if we 
speak little words of unkindness, or indulge in the 
silent but no less bitter hostility of look or action, 
we may know that we have begun to yield to a temp- 
tation all the more dangerous because it attacks us 
when we have the least strength to resist it. But if 
a sullen retirement is a sad sight, earth has few 
sweeter and nobler spectacles than that of a gentle 
and helpful acceptance of a humbler place than that 
which was once occupied. Who would not rather 
lead in retirement a life whose present is beautiful for 
its own sake, than to spend weary days whose unlove- 


liness must constantly be excused by the memory of 
a better past ? . 


SEEING THROUGH ANOTHER’S EYES. 


Many a word or act of another which now seems 
strange or uncalled for would seem the most natural 
thing in the world—the very thing to be said or 
done—if only we could see the case as the other sees 
it; if we could look at it through his eyes. And 
many a word or act of ours would have a very dif- 
ferent look to others if they could see the case through 
our eyes. 

A fair judgment of our fellows is not common, 
nor easily arrived at, because of our habit of looking 
at their course from our standpoint instead of from 
theirs. And for the same reason we are misunder- 
stood and judged unfairly by them. It seems to us 
very foolish for a little boy tocry his eyes out because 
his mother wants him to wear fancy stockings, or a plaid 
cloth cap; but if we could know the public sentiment 
on those points in the world of boyhood outside of his 
home, we should see that actual martyrdom would re- 
quire hardly more of courageous independence and self- 
abnegation than are necessary for thet boy’s standing 
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out in such a matter against the opinions of those 
whose commendation he is most desirous of securing. 
The dash of bitterness with which some excellent 
persons in humble life will speak of what are called 
“ the best circles” in society, appears to us to indi- 
cate a most unchristian spirit. But if only we were 
made to realize the sense of desolateness which comes 
to one of innate refinement, and of noblest aspira- 
tions, who is shut out by the accident of birth, or 
‘ through the fluctuations of business, from those 
associations and companionships for which that person 
is pre-eminently fitted in mind and heart ; if only we 
understood what the sense of injustice must be to 
one who is pushed aside and actually looked down 
upon by inferiors;—we should not wonder at any 
show of strong feeling against such misfortune and 
unfairness. And so all the way in life. If the man 
of capital could see the laborer’s case as the laborer 
sees it; if, on the other hand, the laborer could see 
the capitalist’s position as it appears to the capitalist ; 
if the northern man could borrow the southerner’s 
eyes for but asingle glance at the southern question ; 
or if the southerner could but once see social and 
political questions as the northerner sees them ; if 
men of opposite parties, or of different theological 
views, could look at the truth as their opponents look 
at it; if men and women of clashing opinions could 
only change eyes for a little time,—how much easier 
it would be for all to be fair in their judgments of 
others, how much more there would be of kindly 
and charitable judging ! 

In their conduct as well as in their opinions, others 
are misjudged by us, because of our not seeing through 
their eyes ; and similarly we are misjudged by them. 
We may wonder that a friend does not speak out his 
feelings more heartily; and that if he loves us he 
does not say so, Our emotions play visibly on our 
faces. Our likes and dislikes find instant and em- 
phatie expression in words. Why is it not so with 
him? If we but knew the warmth and depth of 
that friend’s affection, and the causes which repress 
its utterance, we should never ask such a question as 
that: we should never think of calling him cold and 
unresponsive. He,on the other hand, may wonder 
that we are so intense and demonstrative, and may 
even question if our feelings can be as profound and 
controlling as his own. If he understood the pressure 
that is on us from our very innermost nature, he 
would never think of saying that we show more than 
we feel, or are intentionally too free and outspoken. 
There are hearts which ache almost to breaking 
because they cannot speak, knowing all the time 
that they are counted lacking in real warmth and 
true tenderness because of their enforced silence. 
And there are hearts which grieve because they 
cannot be silent when their unavoidable outbursts 
~ of feeling are sure to be misunderstood, and to give 
discomfort to dearly lovedones. Oh, if these different 
natures could but change eyes while passing judg- 
ment on each other! A certain view of a question 
of duty prompts one to words and actions toward a 
friend which are most untimely as that friend sees 
the case; but which are the only wise and proper 
course as the other sees it. A harsh judgment 
follows, where heartiest approval would be given if 
only the friend could see through the eyes of his 
friend. One person has doubts which another person 
cannot conceive of as possible. One has temptations 
unknown to the other. One has fears to which the 
other is a stranger. One magnifies dangers which 
the other brushes away with contempt. One is 
familiar with important facts bearing on the case 
xbout which the other knows nothing. If in every 
case of misunderstanding or misjudging each could 
see the environment, the difficulties, the perplexities, 
and the influencing thoughts and opinions, of the 
other, how much of injustice would be obviated ; how 
much of pain and regret would be relieved or done 
away with! 

Did your husband’s course this morning, as he left 
the house, appear regardless of your comfort or feel- 
ings? Do you think that he really intended to be 





neglectful or unkind? If you could look at the 
whole thing just as he saw it, or as it is now seen by 
him, would it not probably be plain that it was his 
momentary absorption in thought which made him 
seem to disregard your welfare; or that the words 
he spoke were taken by you in a very different sense 
from what he intended, and that already he regrets 
his unfortunate speech more than you do? Ought 
the matter then to weigh with you, as if it indicated 
your husband’s estrangement? Possibly it seems to 
you that you were slighted at the house of an ac- 
quaintance when last you called there. It may 
even appear that you were rudely treated. After 
all, do you think that this looked so to the lady 
whose conduct gave you offense? Do you suppose 
she purposed an affront? If not, then take it 
all as you believe she designed it, rather than as 
it seemed on its face. Was a certain remark or 
action of your friend on a recent occasion capable of 
being understood as indicating another estimate of 
you from that which he has in many ways evidenced ? 
Did it look as if he were less considerate of your 
known preferences and convictions, and of your 
interests and feelings, than you have counted him? 
Before you pass judgment on that remark or action, 
try to look at it through the eyes of your friend. 
Remember all that you have known of him as your 
friend, and ask if it is to be supposed that he would 
intend to do what this thing taken by itself would 
mean. Unless you believe that you have been mis- 
taken in him hitherto, and that he is now unworthy 
of your confidence, pity him for his blundering, and 
be sure that he is groaning over it as he recalls its 
possible misinterpretation. How much trouble among 
friends and acquaintances would be saved, by this 
looking through one another’s eyes in the process of 
judgment ! 

The surest cure of a habit of unjust judging is a 
sense of personal and loving responsibility for others. 
A true mother can judge her own child without 
harshness ; for she not only loves him, but she feels a 
responsibility for him. If he is wrong, she cannot 
but suffer for it. A true husband will not judge his 
wife harshly ; for she is one with himself, “and no 
man ever yet hated his own flesh.” He “nourisheth 
and cherisheth it.” He looks at his wife, as at 
himself, through charitable eyes. He is sure to put 
a favorable construction on her words and deeds, as 
on his own. Jonathan could look at the things of 
David through the eyes of David; for “he loved 
him as his own soul,” and their interests were 
identical through love. So always with the truest 
and best of friends. So it ought to be among all who 
are the followers of a common Saviour. Not only 
are they to “love one another,” but they are to 
“bear one another’s burdens,” and to count them- 
selves “members one of another.” If a Christian 
brother or a Christian friend is at fault, we who are 
one with him are at fault also. Let this thought 
prompt us to judge him always with that charity which 
thinketh no evil, which believeth all things good, 
which hopeth all things good, and which rejoiceth 
not in iniquity. Let us look at his course through 
his eyes, and so take as favorable a view of it as he 
can. 


LETTING THINGS ALONE. 


As the mind grows brighter, and the intellectual 
and moral fiber becomes finer, there arises a whole 
class of temptations and sufferings of which rougher 
and coarser naturés know nothing. A keen con- 
science is troubled by a thousand annoyances which 
never come to-a blunt conscience ; and the sharper 
the faculties of apprehension and reflection, the 
greater the danger from worry and painstaking 
analysis. Things from without and from within vex 
and annoy those whose eyes behold them, while a 
duller vision does not suffer at all from the sight of 
that which it is unable to perceive. 

Therefore it is that the lives of some of the very 
best people in the world are made miserable by that 
which to most men and women seems ridiculous and 





imaginary. While the coarse sinner eats, drinks, 
and is merry, the gentle saint, who seems to have 
nothing to vex his soul, spends his days and nights 
upon a rack of self-inquisition tenfold worse than any 
material torture. Indeed, self-consciousness seems to 
increase directly with intelligence and the sense of 
moral responsibility. Brutes, and brutal men and 
women, live as unconsciously as trees and grass; but 
as the nature of man rises from this lowest level, the cul- 
tivation of artlessness and the banishment of morbid 
self-examination becomes one of the most pressing of 
duties. No moral victory is harder to attain, for 
many a soul, than rightly to combine that constant 
watchfulness which every Christian soldier should 
have, with that manly independence which is the 
privilege of God’s freemen. 

Some people are so conscientious that they really 
do nothing at all, because they are afraid of doing 
something wrong. They debate and discuss, they 
look at every real and imaginary difficulty, they 
torment themselves and their friends with question- 
ings and quibbles, and they return a thousand times 
to settle a point which they have a thousand times 
banished forever. The result is that they do less 
than those with half their gentleness of spirit and 
sincerity of endeavor. Because they can let nothing 
alone, they do nothing well. They think when they 
should act; they pull to pieces when they should 
build ; they sigh and lament when they ought to 
take courage and work; they spend in ceaseless 
introspection the strength that should be used in 
doing God’s work; they battle with chimeras and 
phantoms when flesh-and-blood opponents surround 
them on every hand. 

To learn how to let things alone is as important a 
lesson as to learn how to take things up. If, in con- 
sidering any question, you have asked God for 
strength and guidance, and have made your decision 
to the best of your ability, that decision ought to be 
as much a matter of verity as the existence of the 
law of right and wrong. It is useless to talk about 
human fallibility ; God and conscience and the Bible 
are not fallible, and when we have obeyed their 
commands our duty so far is done. If we have 
erred, we have erred by the light of the only lamp 
we had.» When we have decided to follow God, we 
ought never to heed the devil’s suggestions that per- 
haps our God is not the true God, after all. Satan 
knows how to tempt us on the line of deep piety and 
sincere desire to do right, just as dangerously as on 
any other line. He asks no better servant than one 
who can never make up his mind on which side he 
is fighting. A gun that is never fired is as useless 
as no gun at all. 

In lesser matters, as well as in great, the person 
who does not know when to let things alone becomes 
a bane to himself and to those who surround him. 
He is miserable before he acts, lest he act wrongly ; 
and afterwards, for fear that he has made a hopeless 
mistake. He is in constant fear of being misunder- 
stood ; he is ever offering excuses before they are 
asked for; he is possessed with a constant desire to 
“review his record” and “vindicate his course,” as 
the politicians say ; and he fans into a lasting flame, 
by his misdirected attempts to put it out, a spark 
that otherwise would have died of itself. He starts 
quarrels in the zeal of his efforts as peacemaker ; he 
arouses suspicions that but for him would never have 
existed ; and he brings all about him into a wretched 
state of uncertainty as to what he is going to do 
next. Being eternally irresolute, he makes a little 
task more laborious and disquieting than a great 
work ought to be. “The irresolute man,” says a 
clever essayist, “whatever his position and powers, 
not only fails to himself, but is felt by those about 
him to be useless for the parts of counsellor, sup- 
porter, or advocate. He is essentially incompetent 
for these offices. His own course is determined, not 
by intention, but by chance; his judgment wants the 
education of personal experience. No one can re- 
main eternally suspended between two courses of 
action, for the world moves and situations change, 
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pwever much a man may desire to keep them at a 
' gandstill until his mind is made up. Something 
jrrespective of his judgment steps in and takes the 
matter in hand. While he deliberates on the highest 
gonceivable best—best in itself or best for him— 
while he fluctuates, accident settles the matter, with 
little regard for his credit or interest.” 

Thus it is that he who cannot let things alone, not 
only injures himself, but hurts the good cause he 
ought to aid. It is as true in morals as it is in 
hygiene, that good health and good work cannot be 
found in one who is forever dosing himself. Some 
of the best intellectual and spiritual material in the 
world is at this minute going to waste simply because 
certain men and women are asking what they shall 
do, instead of what they shall let alone. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


In response to an inquiry concerning helps for primary 
class teachers, we made recent mention of a little book 
called The Infant Class, prepared some years ago by 
Miss Timanus, now Mrs. W. F. Crafts, and published by 
Adams, Blackmer and Lyon, of Chitago. Referring to 
this, Mrs. Crafts says : 

You recommend my book, The Infant Class. It has not been 
in existence [that is, it has been out of print] since the Chicago 
fire. Indeed, it never was an adequate help for teachers. It 
was written by the earnest solicitation of Mr. Moody and Dr. 
Eggleston, and before I had any actual experience in the work. 
Open Letters to Primary Teachers is a far better book. I wrote 
that about four years ago, and it is published by Phillips and 
Hunt, New York. 


It is evident that more than one reader of The Sunday 
School Times wants to enjoy the beautiful reflections of 
the Claude Lorraine glass. A lady from Iowa asks: 

Will you be kind enough to inform me where a Claude 
Lorraine glass can be purchased; and the probable price of 
one of best quality? By so doing you will oblige several of 
your Western readers who are anxious to try the effects of such 
a glass on Mississippi River scenery. 

» And a California reader writes : 

I almost reverently lay aside your editorial, A Lesson from 
the Claude Lorraine, to ask, Where can I obtain one of these 
glasses? I have heard of them frequently, and as often desired 
to possess one. Now I am resolved to have one, if possible. 

The glasses in question can commonly be found at 
opticians’, and sometimes at stores supplying artists’ ma- 
terialsin thelarger cities. They are of French manufacture, 
and their cost is from $5.00 to $12.00 each. One of 
good size costs not less than $7.00 to $9.00. The lower 
priced ones are too small for a fair effect in use; and 
their cost is disproportionate to their size. James W. 
Queen & Co., 924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, usually 
have a good supply of the Claude Lorraine glasses. 


A scholar’s name on a teacher’s class-book amounts to 
very little, unless the scholar is in the teacher’s class. 
Even if the scholar says he will come to Sunday-school, 
there is little gain unless he keeps his word. A spasmodic 
attendance may be better than none at all; but a regular 
attendance should be sought after and secured in every 
class. A Connecticut teacher asks, in a recognition of 
this truth : 

What can I do to induce my class of boys to come regularly 
to Sunday-school ? 

Let those boys feel, to begin with, that you count 
punctuality and regularity important. Always be on 
hand yourself at the school. Let no slight cause keep 
you away, or behind time for a single Sunday. Give 
prominence to regularity, in your words with the boys. 
Note their attendance. Commend those who are regular. 
Ascertain the cause of every absence, and express regret 
that anything should have kept the scholar away. If 
possible, see each absent scholar during the week follow- 
ing his absence. If you cannot see him, send him word, 
by letter, or by a classmate. Call attention to the atten- 
dance of the class month by month, showing who was 
most regular, and who least so. In such ways emphasize 
the importance of regularity, and stimulate to its attain- 
ment. Urge the boys to be prompt and help each other 
to regularity. Talk earnestly and lovingly on the sub- 
ject with those who are irregular. In some schools there 
are proper rewards for regular attendance. Only those 
Who are reasonably regular have a part in the Christmas 
exercises, or on anniversary occasions. It requires a con- 
stant and steady pressure, with tact and wisdom on the 
teacher’s part, to secure the regular attendance of restless 





and wayward boys; but the thing can bedone. It ought 
to 


THANKSGIVING. 
BY MARGARET E, SANGSTER. 


What time the latest flower hath bloomed, ‘ 
The latest bird hath southward flown; _ 
When silence weaves o'er garnered sheaves 
Sweet idyls in our northern zone ; 
When scattered children rest beside 
The hearth, and hold the mother's hand,— 
Then rolls Thanksgiving’s ample tide 
Of fervent praise across the land. 


And though the autumn stillness broods 
Where spring was glad with song and stir, 
Though summer’s grace leave little trace 
On fields that smiled at sight of her, 
Still glows the sunset’s altar-fire 
With crimson flame and heart of gold, 
And faith uplifts, with strong desire 
And deep content, the hymns of old. 


We bless our God for wondrous wealth, 
Through all the bright benignant year ; 
For shower and rain, for ripened grain ; 
For gift and guerdon, far and near. 
We bless the ceaseless Providence 
That watched us through the peaceful days, 
That led us home, or brought us thence, 
And kept us in our various ways. 


And if the hand so much that gave, 
Hath something taken from our store, 
If caught from sight, to heaven’s pure light, 
Some precious ones are here no more, 
We still adore the Friend above, 
Who, while earth’s road grows steep and dim, 
Yet comforts us, in tender love, 
And holds our darlings close to him. 


Thanks, then, O God! from sea to sea 
Let every wind the anthem bear! 
And hearts be rife, through toil and strife, 
With joyful praise and grateful prayer. 
Our fathers’ God, their children sing 
The grace they sought through storm and sun ; 
Our harvest tribute here we bring, 
And end it with, “Thy will be done!” 


SOME AUTUMN LESSONS. 


BY THE REV. J. MAX HARK, 





Garden, field, and forest all speak but one language 
now ; and this whole language is confined to but two 
words : fading and falling! The flower that a few short: 
weeks ago was resplendent in richness of color, and 
fragrant with the sweetness of its breath, to-day can scarce 
be recognized. Its color has fled. Its crown has fallen 
to pieces. Its perfume is no more. Only the stalk re- 
mains, and perchance a few crumpled and rusty leaves. 
The fields of luxuriant corn that waved flags and 
streamers with such tropical beauty and grace, now stand 
pale, bleached, stiff, and ghastly, stoically waiting what 
next may happen. 

I go into the woods where a month ago I could find 
forgetfulness of all trouble and anxiety in their darkling, 
mellow light, their spicy odors, and the soft and tender 
whispering of their trees together ; alas, what a change! 
My wearied eyes no longer find a resting-place of velvety 
green, but now are met by the dark, blood hues of the 
oak, the glaring yellow of the hickory, the burning scar- 
let of the maple, and a score of different tints; while the 
gently rippling whisper with which once they greeted me 
is now become a grating, rattling sound, of warning more 
than welcome. There is a slow and mournful dropping 
to be heard on every side, as nuts and acorns, burrs and 
leaves, unceasingly fall to the ground. On every leaf I 
read, Fading, fading! Every moment [hear, Falling, fall- 
ing! I cannot look anywhere, but the warning stares 
me in the face. Even the heavens have conspired 
with the earth to force the ominous truth upon us, For, 
during these autumn months we can scarce for a few 
moments gaze into the spangled canopy of night, that 
some erring, falling star does not cross our vision. Well 
is autumn named the Fall! And faithfully does it 
teach its lesson unto man. Every withered blade of 
grass, every bloomed-out flower, every slowly dying leaf, 
speaks to us: You, too, are fading; you, too, must fall! 
Nor is man, once brought to think, disposed to deny the 
solemn fact. We acknowledge, we confess it; but so 
reluctantly ; with so many sighs and sobs! With tears 
in our eyes, we mournfully lament that “ we all do fade 
as a leaf.” 

Yet this sorrow is all wrong. This sadness is folly. It 
is not a lesson of gloom that the changing tints on tree 
and shrub are meant to teach us. No, their colors are 
not the shades of mourning, but of gladness, smiling and 
shining upon us. While they are not the fresh and 
blushing hues in which the budding bride is arrayed, 


rienced matron, joyful as the bride, though not with 
anticipation, but possession ; the happiness of peaceful 
contentment ; the serene gladness of perfect satisfaction. 
Happy the man who can meet his season of fading and 
falling thus! Blessed is he to whom it is not a misfor- 
tune, but a divine favor! and whether it shall be so 
depends on him alone,—on the use he makes of the spring 
and summer of his life. This it is that determines 
whether the autumn and winter shall be a blessing or a 
curse, a prospect of horrid dread, or of hopeful, peaceful 
expectation. Could we but realize what 4 blissful feeling 
of heavenly satisfaction it must be in the last hours of 
life to look back upon this act of mercy, that deed of 
charity, this word of comfort, encouragement, and cheer 
spoken to the weary and despondent, that act of kindness 
and helpfulness to the needy and feeble, we should not 
be so loath and slow to take advantage of the many God- 
given opportunities of speaking and-performing them 
which the divine Love everywhere vouchsafes us. There 
is not a deed of gentleness, forgiveness, long-suffering ; 
there is not an unselfish favor we now might do, nora 
sympathetic, helpful, healing word we now might speak,-- 
which, being neglected, will not return with bitterness to 
reproach us in our old age. They are opportunities ot 
blessing, which, if slighted, become. avenging angels of 
cursing. It is their doleful sound that causes the weep- 
ing and groaning and sighing among the fallen leaves of 
humanity, making mournful and miserable that season 
which of all others should be distinguished by peaceful 
calm and serenity. 

Such is the lesson taught us by the trees. For observe : 
first drop the fruits ; and then content, with many a twirl 
and gyration, follow, dancing, the leaves. This is the sole 
secret of their happiness. They are willing and glad to 
fall, after they know that their fruits are deposited, and 
so their duty done. Let us take the hint. If we would 
without regret look upon our days as one by one they 
drop into the past, let each one be preceded by its fruit. 
Let not a day pass in which something has not been done 
for Christ. Let not a morning dawn without ushering in 
some duty which we are bound with God’s help to do. 
Let not a night spread itself over the earth without seal- 
ing upon our being some improvement of disposition, 
some work of love performed, some trait of Christliness 
strengthened and developed. This done, then let the 
frosts come; then let the days fade and sail away as 
swiftly as they please, we need not repine. 

Is it not for the greatest good of all that after our work 
is done, after our life is lived, we should retire and make 
room for the fresher, newer, stronger men and women 
that succeed us? If the same crop of leaves were to con- 
tinue year in and year out, there would be no growth in 
the tree. If the same generation of men would always 
live, the condition of the race would remain unaltered 
and unimproved to the end of time. There would be 
no growth toward perfection, no chance of development 
towards a higher state. It is the constant change from 
feeble to fresh, from old to young, from the conservatism 
of age to the enterprise and progressiveness of youth, 
that constitutes the vital circulation of the world. All 
hail, then, the time when we shall pass away to make 
room for the newer views and better lives that will come 
after us! That heart must be shallow and selfish indeed 
that will not respond, All hail and amen ! 

Does not the knowledge, moreover, that we are steadily 
fading, make our lives more active and earnest than they 
would otherwise be? Were there no limits to our hori- 
zon, were there a boundless expanse of years stretching 
out before us, we all should be as careless, idle, frivolous 
children. Nothing would ever be accomplished in the 
world. But recognizing the shortness of life, we all 
hasten to finish our several tasks, we all become busy, 
earnest workers, and so fulfill the mission wherewith the 
Father has entrusted us. And thus the very fading and 
falling which so many thoughtlessly lament, makes us 
nobler and better, and the world more pleasant and beau- 
tiful. Ah, we thank thee, Father, for giving us the 
autumnal landscape! There isa sober richness in it, a 
grandeur and beauty that no other season affords. And 
so there is no nobler sight out of heaven, than men and 
women, in the fullness of their strength, contentedly, 
cheerfully, yet with a dignified earnestness, working, the 
world over, to accomplish their share of the universal 
task. The most of their days are already gone, and they 
can count the number of those that yet remain; but 
steadily, zealously they toil on. Daily they become 
nobler and purer. Hourly they grow in grace. Already 
the rays of the Sun of Righteousness are reflected from 
them in silver and purple and golden beams; already 
they shine and glow in the light of a near eternity. After 
a spring and summer well spent, their gradual fading now 





theirs is the more mature and soher beauty of the expe- 





seems more like a re-coloring for the glories of heaven. 
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An ornament and beauty they are to the world; a satis- 
faction and joy to themselves. 

You do not pity the leaves as one by one they fall down 
to the ground from which first they sprang. They de- 
serve their rest, and they need it. Rejoice with them, 
for soon they will be resolved into other forms, and as 
such commence a new life of usefulness and beauty here- 
after. Rejoice then also with the Christian who nears the 
dissolution of his earthly life. Would you deny him his 
repose on the bosom of the Father from whom he sprang ? 
Has he not labored long and faithfully ? Let him depart, 
then, in peace. Only do thou see to it that thine end 
may be as blessed and triumphant. Do thou begin now 
so to live that thou canst with gladness enter upon the 
fall of thy life; and that, as thy last day fades and drops 
off, it may not be death to thee, but a return home, and 
a resolution into the finer, purer, higher form of angel- 
life in the celestial realms above, there to help make 
heaven glorious, by the glitter of thy beauty and the 
sweetness of thy nature, praising and glorifying the Lamb 
forever! 





THE VISION AT TWILIGHT. 
BY PAUL H. HAYNE, 
(To B. R., OCT., 1879.] 
Without the squares of misted pane, 
I saw the wan autumnal rain, 
And heard, o’er,tufts of churchyard grass, 
The wind’s low miserere pass. 


Within, more bright for outward gloom, 
I saw her wild-rose cheeks abloom, 
And, deep as stars in uppermost skies, 
The lustre of dark Syrian eyes! 


Without, still drearier grew the sigh 
Of the chill east wind shuddering by, 
Wilder the sad, strange moaning made 
Beneath the elm-trees’ rayless shade. 


Within, as if the embodied south 

Had opened her enchanted mouth, 

I caught, through twilight’s gray eclipse, 
The music from her gracious lips. 


It breathed such sweetness, purely deep, 

On my dull pain it dropped like sleep. 

“How vain,’ I thought, “ this gathering gloom ; 
Some heavenly presence fills the room !” 


And when her warm hand, pulsing youth, 

On mine she pressed in guileless ruth, 

One moment, charmed through blood and brain, 
I felt my own lost youth again ! 


With quickened heart and lifted head 

I viewed the vision near my bed, 

But lovelier for that envious gloom, 

Her heavenly presence blessed the room ! 





THE SINGING LEGIONS OF GOD. 


BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 


The sight of a great mass of soldiers is to a thoughtful 
man often saddening. They have such exposures in 
doing their ordinary duty; there is such a necessary 
separateness in their lives; there are among them so 
many sure to die and lie in unknown graves. Yet each 
is the embodiment of a history, a hope, and a destiny. 
Xerxes is reported as having wept aloud when from a 
height he was once reviewing the largest army he ever 
commanded. 

But when soldiers sing, there is always some enliven- 
ment in the spectacle. Ten or twenty thousand male 
voices make very glorious music; they say the plains 
quiver with the vibration. When ancient Xenophon’s 
hosts first saw the Euxine Sea, after the painful march 
which almost wore them out, they cried with a great shout 
at once, “ Thalatta/ thalatta /”—“The sea! the sea!” 
so loudly, says the veracious historian, that the very birds 
dropped down on the wing, and the waves lay quiet under 
the sweep of the sound. 

It is interesting to notice that whenever we are shown 
these pageants of the grand army of God in review, the 
Scriptures represent the legions as singing. And usually 
we find recorded the exact words of theirsong. Evidently 
more if made of music in heaven than we are wont to 
make of it here on earth. At any rate, the words are 
brought into more prominence than modern artists are 
accustomed to give them. A strain of inarticulate sound 
has power, but the joining of intelligent thought to the 
tones is worth more by far as an act of adoration. Recall 
some of Faber’s lines: 

“ There are sounds like flakes of snow falling 
In their silent and eddying rings ; 
We tremble,—they touch us so lightly, 
_ Like the feathers from angels’ wings. 
There are pauses of marvelous silence, 


That are full of significant sound, 
Like music echoing music 





Under water, or under ground. 
O Music! thou surely art worship ; 
But thou art not like praise or prayer ; 
And words make better thanksgiving 
Than thy sweet melodies are.” 


It may be worth while, for the sake of some fine lessons 
we might hope to learn, to look carefully through one of 
these exhibitions in the Apocalyse. Let us attempt to 
study a whole chapter at a time,—the fifth of Revelation. 
There we shall find an accurate account of a spectacle 
which the apostle John saw, that seems to have greatly 
aroused his curiosity ; this was followed by a conversa- 
tion he heard, which evidently very seriously depressed 
his feelings, but there came directly to him an encour- 
agement which was calculated to lift his heart; then he 
witnessed a scene of celestial worship, quite full of 
grandeur and wonder; and this ended with a song sung 
by three extraordinary choirs. Our attention may well 
be fastened upon that music, for there were three anthems 
in the performance, each with its distinct theme, and all 
were succeeded by a chorus of one word, the shortest and 
the best of all. 

The scene grows dazzling as one proceeds in the read- 
ing; and while a writer might well be humiliated at the 
poverty of his own language in any attempt to para- 
phrase it, the exceeding beauty of the inspired descrip- 
tion lures him forward in the study of its details even to 
the smallest particular. 

1. There was first the believers’ song. Its theme was 
redemption, the salvation of the soul through the bloed 
of the Lamb. So its singers were the ransomed: “And 
they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take 
the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and 
hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we 
shall reign on the earth.” 

This song was “new” necessarily, for the theme was 
absolutely fresh in celestial history. There had been sin 
in heaven, and there had been justice wrought on those 
who had sinned. Some of the angels had fallen from 
their high estate, and were at the moment expiating their 
wickedness in the abodes of the lost. No atonement was 
ever made or offered in their behalf. Here was therefore 
a subject never before celebrated in the songs of God’s 
house. 

It was exclusive also, for only those who knew what it 
meant could sing it with the spirit and the understanding. 
But a verse there is elsewhere which sets this at rest: 
“ And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, 
and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man 
could learn that song but the hundred and forty and 
four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.” 

It was a great song. For the multitude of singers was 
simply innumerable. So the sound rose “like mighty 
thunderings, and the voice of many waters.” The re- 
deemed come from all regions of the earth, and from all 
ages of history. Ionce heard sixteen foreign missionaries 
singing together the hymn, “ Thus far the Lord hath led 
me on,” to the tune of “ Hebron,” each using the native 
language where he had been laboring. It sounded har- 
moniously, and was about as intelligible as choirs gen- 
erally make it. What a glorious heritage of worth the 
church has in its continuous history ! 

It was likewise a royal song. It is a pity that our 
translators put that present tense into the future. For 
the redeemed do not say “we shall reign,” but “ we are 
reigning.” Christians are the regal and the regnant race 
in the world now. The Lord declared that his people 
should be “a kingdom of priests.” Peter calls believers 
“a holy priesthood,” and afterwards in another place, 
“a royal priesthood.” The glory of each Christian is in 
this office of prayer; for he has an undoubted power and 
privilege of intercession. When the embassy from the 
northern army returned from Rome to make report, they 
said: “ We found a city of palaces, and a kingdom of 
kings.” Heaven is a city of only one palace, in which 
are many mansions; but those who dwell there are 
princes. 

2. Next in John’s vision came the song of the angels. 
The theme of this was the character and rank of Jesus 
Christ. 

Observe the vast numbers of the singers, and the stress 
they put on their strain with a “loud voice:” “ And I 
beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round 
about the throne, and the beasts, and the elders: and the 
number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands.” 

Observe the vast ascription of honors to Christ: “Say- 
ing with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, and glory, and blessing.” This seems to 











include everything that mind can conceive of supreme 
ownership and control. They lay the universe down at 
his feet. 

Observe the special reason they suggest for their sur. 
render. Itis as “the Lamb that was slain” that they 
exalt him to the eminence. These angels had no part ip 
the atonement, but they knew just where Christ’s greategt 
exploits had been done. They had for ages “ desireg 
earnestly to look into” this mystery of his humiliation, 
now they understood what it meant. Just before Jesus 
left the bosom of the Father, on his way to suffering and 
death, while even the lowliest garments of his humilig. 
tion were on him, they had been challenged to pay him 
the usual adoration: “And again, when he bringeth in 
the first-begotten into the world, he saith, And letall the 
angels of God worship him.” As if the Almighty 
would say, “ You’shall not even now despise my Son! 
though he is bearing sin and shame and contumely, give 
him every honor as the chief in the realm!” Now they 
saw him coming to his old place and glory again; and 
they knew that the Lamb of God had brought fresh 
honor to his adorable name. 

8. Then the choir of creatures begins the anthem 
assigned to them ; and now the theme is the dominion of 
the Lord Jesus Christ: ‘And every creature which is 
in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such 
as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, 
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, forever 
and ever.” 

Just notice the very singular voices employed in this 
choir. Birds and beasts, and worms and fishes—oh, wonder! 
how will such creatures be able to sing together? God is 
to listen, and he will understand them and be satisfied. 
Much of this world’s music must be lost tous, our hearing 
is so very imperfect. Scientific people calculate the 
swiftness of insects’ wings in their flying by the musical 
note the vibration makes in the air; but there comesa 
time when the most delicate ear fails to perceive sound, 
while the small creature certainly goes on in its path. 
That note God hears, but we do not. Most likely God 
hears and loves what does not ever reach us; our silences 
may be full of singing to him. 

4. Now we reach the grand chorus, with which the 
singing concluded. Led by representatives, whose mys- 
terious nature and office we cannot altogether explain, it 
would seem as if the whole three choirs burst forth into 
one final ascription: “And the four beasts said, Amen. 
And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshiped 
him that liveth forever and ever.” 

Here was the entire universe engaged in a song. For 
if the “ beasts,” or “living creatures,” were like the 
cherubim, and so were the symbols of supremacy and 
excellence of the redeemed world—if they had the head 
of an ox, and of an eagle, and of a lion, and of a man, 
and so were the chiefs of the races on the ground or in 
the air,—and if they thus stood for ii things alive, after a 
removal of sin’s curse,—then the song was sung in tre- 
mendous unison by all who shone that moment in the 
shadowless presence of God. 

Here was an anthem in one word. And “amen” is 
the same in all human languages. Two travelers sat on 
the summit of the great pyramid at Ghizeh ; they tried in 
vain to get into conversation until one exclaimed, “ Hal- 
lelujah !” and the other answered, “‘Amen!” 

Here was the universal endorsement of the themes of 
all the songs at once. For amen means, “so be it.” It 
was the old word chosen when the vast tribes of Israel 
gave their assent to the law of Moses, and the covenant 
from Joshua: “ All the people said, Amen.” Hence, here 
in heaven, it was the acquiescence of all creation. 

Here, then, was the last doxology of a satisfied realm, 
that the Lamb of God was going hereafter to rule. This 
was the calm rejoicing of a universe, which had reached 
good government at last! ‘The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; 
and he shall reign forever and ever! ” 

Here was the glorious announcement that providence 
was hereafter committed to Jesus Christ. All human 
life is now ordered by his wisdom. For he has taken the 
book out of the hands of his Father, and is “ worthy ” to 
open its seven-fold seals. Hence, the Being who manages 
each earthly experience is one who in his own person 
has shared humanity in all that disturbed history could 
put in it. How well he understands us, whoever we are! 

Oh, there is rest for the tired heart in that sweet glad 
Amen! There is peace for all the singing soldiers of 
God in that Amen! There is solace for the disturbed 
foreboding mind in that Amen! Oh, there is infinite 
satisfaction for the universe in that Amen! It makes 
one feel like falling down, as the elders did, and worship- 
ing him “that liveth forever and ever.” 
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AUNT AMANDA’S BUNDLES. 
A THANKSGIVING STORY. 
BY ELEANOR KIRK. 


“ Clarkson, I want you to wash your face and hands 


| and start right away to meet your Aunt Amanda.” 


Clarkson was a lad about nine years old, and at this 
time was busily engaged scouring the runners of his sled, 
and didn’t appear to hear. This was Thanksgiving morn- 
ing, and to the boy’s great delight there was a suspicion 
of snow/in the air. 

“ Clarkson Day, do you hear me?” said the mother in 
a louder tone, leaving the plum-pudding she was making 
to step to the door of the shed. “If you don’t hurry,” 
she continued, “the train will be in, and your Aunt 
Amanda will think we have forgotten all about her.” 

“T want to finish these runners, mamma,” snarled the 
boy, ‘and I don’t want to meet Aunt Amanda, either. 
She always has forty bundles for a fellow to carry, and I 
don’t like to tote bundles.” 

“T take notice that Aunt Amanda generally brings you 
something,” said his mother, ina coaxing tone. “I won- 
der who gave you your rubber boots and rubber coat 
last Thanksgiving, and who gave you your watch last 
Christmas. J think you had better go to the train as 
quickly as you can.” 

“ The boys all laugh at me, mamma, when I go to meet 
Aunt Amanda,” said Clarkson, applying himself vigor- 
ously to a rusty spot on the steel, “and I guess you 
wouldn’t like to be poked*fun at. Al Jenks said the last 
time I met Aunt Amanda that I looked like a dry-goods 
store on wheels, and Frank Davis said he thought ’twas 
a tin-pedler coming along.” 

“What do you care what the boys say?” mamma 
coaxed again. 

“Well, I ain’t agoing, so now!” the naughty boy 
replied ; and at this crisis in affairs the lad who was 
ashamed to be seen carrying bundles was not ashamed to 


‘break into a babyish cry, which, strangely enough, had 


the desired effect of excusing him from the performance 
of this disagreeable duty. 

Just here a boy about Clarkson’s age, with a pleasant, 
intelligent. face, walked into the shed with a basket of 
eggs for Mrs. Day. His name was Robert Clifton, and 
he was the son of a near neighbor. Robert’s father was 
not as well off as Mr. Day, and so it happened that Robert, 
as compared with other boys in the neighborhood, had 
very few pleasures. However, he didn’t seem to mind 
it, and was always ready to lend a helping little hand to 
any one who needed it. Robert had heard the last part 
of the conversation, and said smilingly, “I will go to the 
depot, if you like, Mrs. Day.” 

“Oh, do! that’s a good boy,” said the lady, at her wits’ 
end ; “and do hurry, for I am afraid Amanda has started 
before this.” 

The boy was off like a flash, and then Clarkson pro- 
ceeded to wash his face and hands, and put up his sled. 
Two minutes later Mrs. Day turned round to admonish 
her disobliging son, and he was nowhere to be seen. The 
fact was, he had hurried, as fast as his swift feet would 
carry him, to drum together the boys, in order to “ put 
up a job,” as he called it, on Bob Clifton, who had been 
so officious in offering his services for the work he had 
declined. Away flitted Bob, taking the shortest cut 
across the meadows, and behind him, keeping to the main 
road, which Clarkson knew his aunt would take on her 
way to the house, were five boys, with Clarkson at their 
head. Robert, by scampering very fast, was just in time; 
and the boys saw Bob shoulder several bundles in shawl- 
straps, and load his arms well up with boxes and parcels, 
with roars of laughter. 

It was agreed that Clarkson should not be seen, but 


that the other lads from different standpoints should 


imitate the yells of the North American Indians, and 


_ throw stones at Bob. There was something on the plat- 


form which the boys couldn’t quite make out, and which 
Aunt Amanda and her companion seemed to have con- 
siderable trouble with. At last the thing, whatever it 
was, was lifted to the ground, and dragged slowly along 
by Bob. Then there was another stop, and more conver- 
sation apparently, and then, after a moment of anxiety to 
Clarkson, Aunt Amanda took some of the parcels from 
her companion, and now Bob was astride of something, 
and bowling along in first-class style. 

“Oh!” screamed Clarkson, “that is my velocipede. 
I didn’t know that Aunt Amanda was going to 
bring it this time. Come on, boys, and see the fun!” 
and with this the lads started on a run for the travelers. 

“How d’ye do, Aunt Amanda?” said Clarkson, as he 





came panting to the lady’s side, with his eyes on the 
velocipede ; and then, without paying the slightest atten- 
tion to his aunt’s greeting, said, rudely, “Get off, Bob, 
and let me see how it werks.” : 

Robert had come to a full stop, and was about to dis- 
mount, when Aunt Amanda interfered. ‘What do you 
mean, Clarkson?” she inquired, sternly. 

“Why, it’s my velocipede,—isn’t it?” he replied, im- 
pertinently. “And if it is mine, I don’t see why I can’t 
have it,” he added, giving Robert a hard push at the 
same time. 

“ Why, Clarkson, I don’t want your velocipede!” said 
Robert, kindly. “Let him have it, Miss Day, please, 
and give me the rest of the bundles.” 

“ Robert, get on to that velocipede,” Aunt Amanda 
replied, “and don’t say another word ;” and then, turn- 
ing to her nephew, said, “ Clarkson, why didn’t you meet 
me at the depot?” 

“Because I was shining my runners,” the boy replied, 
“and Bob said he’d go, and so mamma let him.” 

“You were ashamed to be seen carrying auntie’s 
bundles,” the lady went on; “but when you found there 
was a velocipede, you were quite willing to ride that 
home.” 

“Tl be even with you, Bob Clifton, for telling tales,” 
said Clarkson, giving himself away completely. 

“Well, you did say you wouldn’t bring the bundles,” 
spoke up one of the boys, quite ready to give evidence 
for the winning side. 

“Robert has told no tales,” said auntie, sternly ; “and 
now, Clarkson, I have something to tell you. I did buy 
that velocipede for you, but you have forfeited all right 
to it by your ungentlemanly and disobliging behavior, 
and it is yours no longer. Robert, I give the velocipede 
to you, with my thanks for the many favors you have 
done me. Ride straight home now, and I will come in 
and tell your father and mother all about it by and by.” 

“Oh! please don’t!” Bob began, with a sympathetic 
look at his crestfallen companion. 

“Nothing on earth would induce me to allow Clarkson 
to have it,” said auntié, with decision ; “and now let me 
see, Bob, how fast the machine will go.” 

Clarkson’s face was dark with passion as Robert rolled 
on ahead. But he had made all the trouble himself, so 
there was very little he could say in his own behalf. 

This was a sorry Thanksgiving for poor Clarkson; 
but who will say that he was not well served? 

The next time Aunt Amanda was expected to make a 
visit, Clarkson was at the depot an hour before the train 
arrived, but he has not been given a velocipede yet. 





MATTY’S THANKSGIVING PARTY. 
BY M. E, WINSLOW. 

“ What’s a gurl got to do with Thanksgiving Day?” 
said Tim. “A gurl can’t shoot, and I kin, ’cos Sam lent 
me his gun onct, and showed me how. You jest shet up 
cryin’, and let me go; the boys are all goin’ down ter 
the corner, ter shoot fer a turkey at Squire Jenkins’s,—and 
ef I hit it,’ he said, as he shook off his little sister with a 
sudden impulse, “ you can cook it fer dinner.” 

“Ef I hit it,” he said to himself, as he bounded after 
“the boys; ” “not much chance o’ that, with sech a lot o» 
good shots there; but I would kind o’ like ter take it home 
to Matty. She’s a nice little thing most times, and I guess 
she’s most forgot how turkey tastes.” 

Poor little Matty! She had not known how anything 
good either tasted or looked this last year, when her father 
had been getting steadily worse and worse, traveling 
rapidly—though she did not know it—along that road 
whose other end leaves little children fatherless. The 
mother had finished her journey long before; and but for 
the helpful care of a few neighbors, almost as poor as 
themselves, it would have fared very ill with the sick 
man and his two poor, neglected children. 

Mattie knew that Thanksgiving ought to be some kind 
of a holiday, since there was no school; but how to make 
it so she did not know, especially since Tim had gone off 
and left her to shift for herself. She crept into the house, 
intending to get her father to tell her something about 
Thanksgiving; but the woman who sat beside him 
motioned her away, and she crept up the steep stairs to 
the attic chamber, too young to appreciate what the 
deathly pallor on his face foreboded, and only alive to 
the discomfort and privation of her joyless Thanksgiving. 

Suddenly she began to remember what her Sunday- 
school teacher had told her about the day. “It means 
to thank God,” she said; “but then I haven’t got any- 
thing to thank him for: I know! I’ll ask him to let me 
have a Thanksgiving party, and he will, of course, for 
teacher says he always gives us what we ask for, and then 
T’ll have something to thank him for, sure.” So the 





little girl knelt down on the dark, bare floor, and in very 
simple words asked the Lord to send her a turkey for a 
Thanksgiving party, and to make Tim come home again 
and be good to her. Then she crept down stairs again, 
and went out to invite her guests. Going quietly from 
one poor cottage to another in the neighborhood, she told 
all the children that she was going to have a Thanks- 
giving party, with “a turkey and everything,” and 
invited them all to it, but said that, as her father was 
sick, they must play in the fields so as not to disturb him, 
—which they forthwith began to do. 

What was it that made friend Jameson, the rich farmer 
down in the valley, suddenly take such an interest in the 
gangs of young men and boys passing his gate? 

“Where are all those boys going?” said Rachel, his 
wife, from her cosey seat by the fire. 

“To the shooting-match, I suppose, over at Squire 
Jenkins’s, to learn to swear and smoke and drink, and 
spend the day set apart by our rulers for offering God 
the thanks of all God-fearing citizens by learning to be 
good subjects of the evil one.” 

“It’s a shame, Eli; cannot thee do something to pre- 
vent it?” 

“Not unless I buy the turkey from Jenkins for more 
than the boys would give for their chances of a shot, and 
then what would we do with it? Ourown Thanksgiving 
dinner is in the oven, and there is more than our little 
household can eat; it would be a dead loss.” 

“Never mind the loss, Eli; thee would do it if our 
boy was in danger of harm ; do it for the sake of heavenly 
Father’s boys who are in danger.” 

An appeal founded on “our boy” had never failed 
since his parents had laid his little white head under the 
green turf of the “ Quaker burying-ground ;” and Eli, 
putting on his broad-brimmed beaver, marched across 
the fields to Squire Jenkins’s, where he paid an exorbitant 
price for a small turkey ready dressed for roasting, and 
went off with it under his arm in spite of the muttered 
complaints of the groups of disappointed boys, dispersing 
to their homes as they saw their expected sport disap- 
pearing. 

“ What is it, my boy?” said the farmer to one of the 
group, who, in passing him, looked very wistfully at the 
turkey. “Foiled of your sport, eh! Don’t want to 
set up housekeeping and cook a turkey,—do you?” 

“No, sir; only Matty, she ain’t got no Thanksgiving 
dinner, and I thought—” 

“Oh, that’sit ! you expected to win the prize from all 
these prime shots, did you? You’d never have done it, 
and you’d have lost the money you paid for the shot 
too. But who’s Matty?” And soon the kind-hearted 
farmer had drawn forth all there was te tell, not only 
about Tim and Matty, the dead mother and dying father, 
but about the other poor children of Hardscrabble to 
whose deep poverty there had come no Thanksgiving 
Day. Here was a good use for the rescued turkey; and 
the farmer having made the boy wait while he consulted 
his counselor, Rachel, came to the gate and commissioned 
him to go home and tell Matty to collect the children of 
the neighborhood, as in a few hours’ time their Thanks- 
giving dinner would be ready. But Tim, thinking a sur- 
prise would be more acceptable, or perhaps losing all 
note of time in watching the skaters on the pond, and 
wishing that he too owned a pair of skates, never reached 
his own door till quite afternoon, and then was startled 
to see Eli Jameson’s farm-wagon driving away, and to 
hear Matty’s voice calling: ‘“ Come, Tim, and have some 
of our lovely Thanksgiving party. I asked Jesus to send 
me one, and he did,” while she led her astonished brother 
into the back kitchen, where on the table, surrounded by 
eight or ten hungry-looking children, stood a beautiful 
roast turkey, bread, butter, and some of Rachel’s best 
pumpkin pies, ‘“ Now let’s thank Jesus,” said the little 
girl, “because it’s Thanksgiving Day, you know;” and 
she folded her hands and shut her eyes, as she had seen 
the superintendent do in Sunday-school, and said, 
“Thank you, dear Jesus, for giving us our Thanksgiving 
Day, when I asked you. I knew you would, ’cos you 
said so.” Tim wasn’t a sentimental boy, but he felt some- 
thing strange rising in his throat, and a dim suspicion 
came to him that “a gurl” might have as much to do 
with Thanksgiving as a boy, after all. 

Another Thanksgiving Day saw Tim and Matty estab- 
lished in the comfortable farm-house, the one as “ chore- 
boy,” the other as pet and plaything to Eli and his 


wife. The angel of death had long ere that spread his 


dark wings over their poor little home in Hardscrabble; 
and the same bright angel whom God had used to answer 
Matty’s Thanksgiving prayer had been again commis- 
sioned to incline the hearts of Eli and Rachel to take the 
neglected orphans into the home niche left vacant by 


' “ our boy.” 
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LESSON HELPS. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1879.] 


7. November 16,—The Love of the Father .................-- 1 John 4: 7-16 
8. November 23.—The Glorified Saviour ..................... Rev. 1: 10-20 
9. November 30.—Message to the Churches............---s0«-. Rev. 3: 1-13 
10. December 7.—The Heavenly Song__Rev. 5: 1-14 
ll, December 14.~—The Heavenly City..............-- Rey. 21: 21-27; 22: 1-5 
12, December 21.—The Last Words........-. 2+. sceneecnseseee Rey. 22: 10-21 


13, December 28.—Review. 


LESSON 9, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 
Title: THE HEAVENLY SONG. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Wortny 18 THE LAMB THAT WAS SLAIN TO 
RECEIVE POWER, AND RICHES, AND WISDOM, AND STRENGTH, 
AND HONOUR, AND GLORY, AND BLESSING.— Rev. 5: 12. 


1879. 


Lesson Topic: Our Saviour’s Praises. 
1. Their Occasion, vy. 1-5. 
Outline : 2. Their Object, v. 6-8. 
3. Their Form, v. 9-14. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, December 1: Rev. 5: 1-14. Our Saviour’s praises. 
Tuesday, December 2: Luke 1; 46-55. From the mother. 
Wednesday, December 3: Luke 1: 68-79. From the priest. 
Thursday, December 4: Luke 2: 8-20. From the angels. 
Friday, December 5: Matt. 21: 1-11. From the people. 
Saturday, December 6: Matt. 21: 12-22. From the children. 
Sunday, December 7: Rev. 7: 9-17. From the saints. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Rev. 5: 1-14.] 

1, And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne 
a book written within and on the back side, sealed with seven 
seals. 

2. And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 
Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? 

3. And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the 
earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 

4. And 1 wept much, because no man was found worthy to 
open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. 

5. And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, 
the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed 
to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 

6. And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of 
the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as 
it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which 
are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

7. And he came and took the book out of the right hand of 
him that sat upon the throne. 

8. And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and 
four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having 
every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which 
are the prayers of saints. 

9. And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to 
take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 

10. And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and 
we shall reign on the earth. 

11. And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels 
round about the throne, and the beasts, and the elders: and 
the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands ; 

12. Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honour, and glory, and blessing. 

13. And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that 
are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever. 

14. And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and 
twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for 
ever and ever, 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Rev. 5: 1. A book... seated.——Seek ye out of the 
the book of the Lord, and read. Isa. 34: 16.——Bind up the 
testimony, seal the law among my disciples. Isa. 8. 16, —— 
And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a 
book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, 
saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot, for it is 
sealed. Isa, 29: 11.——But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, 
and seal the book, even to the time of the end. Dan. 12:4. 

Vv.2. Astrong ange!.——Bless the Lord, ye his angels, 
that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening 
unto the voice of his word. Psa. 103: 20. 


vV.3. No man... was able.——Who hath directed 


the Spirit of the Lord, or being his counsellor hath taught 
him?. With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, 
and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him 
knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding? 
Isa. 40: 18, 14.——-For I beheld, and there was no man; even 
among them, and there was no counsellor, that, when I asked 
of them, could answer a word. Isa, 41: 28.——For who hath 





known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsel- 
lor? Rom. 11: 34, 

v. 5. The Lion of the tribe of Juda.—Judah is a 
lion’s whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he 
stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who 
shall rouse him up? Gen. 49: 9. 

The Rot of David. And there shall come forth a rod 
out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which 
shall stand for an ensign of the people. Isa. 11: 1, 10.—— 
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch, Jer, 23: 5. 


Vv. 6. A t.amb.—He is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 
opened not his mouth. Isa. 53:7. — Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world. John 1: 29. 

Vv. 8. Having ... harps. Praise the Lord with 
harp. Psa. 33: 2,.— Yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, 
O God my God. Psa, 43: 4. —-Take a psalm, and bring hither 
the timbrel, the pleasant harp with the psaltery. Psa. 81: 2. 

Odours, which are the prayers.——Let my prayer be 
set forth before thee as incense ; and the lifting up of my hands 
as the evening sacrifice. Psa. 141: 2. 

Vv. 9. Sung a new song He hath put a new song in 
my mouth, even praise unto our God. Psa. 40: 3. 

Hast redeemed us. The Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many. Matt. 20: 28.——Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Rom. 3: 24. 
——Ye are bought with a price. 1 Cor. 6: 20.— In whom we 
have redemption through his blood. Eph, 1: 7. 

v.10. Kings and priests.—— And hath made us kings 
and priests unto God and his Father. Rev. 1: 6. 

Vv. 12. To receive, etc ——And Jesus came and spake 
unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. Matt. 28: 18.—The Father loveth the Son, and 
hath given all things into his hand. John 3: 35.——As thou 
hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal 
life to as many as thou hast givenhim. John 17: 2. 


v.13. Every creature.——Let everything that hath 
breath praise the Lord. Psa. 150: 6 That at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. Phil. 2: 10, 11. 


Blessing, ¢tc. — Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory and the majesty: for all 
that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine. 1 Chron. 29: 11. 
——Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth 
wondrous things. Psa. 72: 18.—~—Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the e glory, forever. Amen. Matt. 6: 13. 











LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY GEORGE A. PELTZ, D. D. 

This lesson is from the part of Revelation which is strictly 
prophetic, and which includes chapters 4: 1 to 22: 5. Within 
this portion the great difficulties of interpreting this book 
are found. After giving the letters to the seven churches, 
John proceeds to give a view which he had into the glories 
of the heavenly world. The symbol of this portion of the 
prophecy is evidently the sealed book (chapter 5: 1, etc.), 
so that the parts which relate to the opening of the seals, 
and which extend to chapter 8: 5, naturally belong io this 
section, in which the present lesson is included, 

Chapter 4 is introductory to this section. It presents the 


main characters who subsequently participate in the scenes 


which pass. The present lesson is a direct continuation 
of the visions of chapter 4, but interpretations begin to diverge 
chiefly with its opening verses. Some find from this point a 
prophecy of the world’s entire history, but even these disagree 
sadly as to the special import of the seals, the trumpets, and 
the vials. Others regard the first seal, and trumpet, and vial 
as together presenting the opening period of the Christian 
dispensation, while each other tripartite group represents 
another subsequent period, the seventh immediately preced- 
ing the final scenes depicted in chapters 21 and 22. Beyond 
these schemes of interpretation are many others which differ 
widely in their main points, and far more in their details. 
The more judicious commentators seem to agree that the 
true posture before these prophecies is that of the prayerful 
and patient student, rather than that of the confident expositor. 

The primal object of the portion constituting the present 
lesson is to present the Saviour as worthy of all honor, and as 
able for all service. ‘The Heavenly Song” is simply one of 
the expressions of the Saviour’s worthiness. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY A. C. KENDRIOK, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 

(1.) And I saw upon the right hand of him who was 
sitting on the throne, a scroll, written within and on the 
back, sealed with seven seals. (2.) And I saw a strong angel, 
proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy tc open the 
scroll and to loose its seals? (3.) And no one was able in 
the heaven, or on the earth, or underneath the earth, to open 
the book or to look upon it: (4.) and I wept much that no 








one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look upon it, 
(5.) And one of the elders saith to me, Weep not: behold, 
the Lion who is of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
hath overcome to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals, 
(6.) And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the foyy 
living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, a lamb stand. 
ing as having been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, 
which are the seven Spirits of God, sent forth into all the 
earth. (7.) And he came and hath taken it out of the right 
hand of him who was sitting upon the throne. (8.) And 
when he took the scroll, the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, having each 
one a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the saints. (9.) And they sing a new song, say. 
ing, Thou art worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals, 
because thou wast slain, and didst purchase for God with thy 
blood [men] out of every tribe and tongue and people and 
nation; (10.) and didst make them kings and priests, and they 
reign upon the earth. (11.) And I saw, and heard a voice 
of many angels round about the throne, and of the living 
creatures and of the elders; and the number of them was 
ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 
(12.) saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that 
hath been slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and 
strength and honor and glory and blessing. (13.) And every 
creature which is in the heaven, and on the earth, and under- 
neath the earth, and on the sea, and the things which are in 
them, I heard them all saying, To him who sitteth upon the 
throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. (14.) And the four living crea- 
tures said, Amen: and the elders fell down and worshiped. 


NOTES. 


With chapter 4 the apocalyptic vision changes. The 
seven churches and the glorified Being who presides over 
them recede from view, and give place to the wider rela- 
tions of this same Being to the world at large and to his 
providential dealings. This is entered upon, however, very 
gradually, and with an amount of preparation befitting the 
vast range and: majesty of the disclosure. In chapter 4 we 
have the central seat of the exhibition magnificently por- 
trayed. The eternal Source of all sitting in radiant obscurity 
on his throne, the rainbow, symbol of his covenant mercy, 
overarching it; perpetual lightnings and thunders issuing 
from it, indicating his sovereignty and almightiness: the 
vast crystal sea spread out before it, in token of the tranquil 
majesty and purity of his rule; the seven lamps blading 
before it indicating the seven spirits which symbolize ‘the 
manifoldness and perfection of his spiritual operations ; the 
four cherubic forms (man, eagle, lion, ox) symbolizing col- 
lective animated nature; and the twenty-four elders, the sum 
of the twelve patriarchs and the twelve apostles, re esenting 
the church in both its Old and its New Tes : 
the Judaic mother and the Christian daughter. yy ‘is the 
magnificent picture that opens on the vision of the seer, as 
the fitting central point of all’the coming revelations. 

The present lesson (chap. 5) makes an advance, but:-with a 
slowness worthy of the august occasion. The writer is about 
to have unfolded, to-him the mysteries of the church’s and 
the world’s future. The exhibition of the book or scroll 
that contains those mysteries; that book not only shut but 
sealed impenetrably to all human or angelic vision; the 
demand for some one to appear adequate to its opening; the 
intense interest that hangs upon the result of the challenge; 
the appearance of the hero-conqueror in the paradoxical form 
of a sacrificed lamb, whose sacrificial death has achieved 
what no power or wisdom could have accomplished ; and the 
rapturous song that greets his movement to open the book, 
bursting from the representatives of the church, caught up 
by the angels, and echoed and re-echoed through the universe, 
—this constitutes the substance of the fifth chapter and the 
present lesson. 

Verse 1.—On (or in) the right hand: the hand of activity 
and power.—Of him who sat on the throne: that is, God; to 
indicate that his. will and power originate and order all 
things. The book of providence, as of creation, is his book. 
The Son takes it from him after his finished work of re 
demption.—A scroll, or roll, after the ancient fashion.— 
Written within and on the back: thus doubling its contents, 
indicating their richness and amplitude, and perhaps their 
completeness. The book that records God’s providences 
must be filled to its utmost.—Sealed (in the original, thor- 
oughly sealed): unlike ordinary books, in that it was not only 
closed, but could not be opened by ordinary hand.— With 
seven seals: the number of perfection (mark the seven 
trumpets and the seven vials), and indicating the complete- 
ness of the sealing. 

Verse 2.—A strong angel. The angels are deeply inter- 
ested in all the history of the church (1 Pet.1:12). They 
are, besides, also as God’s messengers, the natural agents of 
his will and providence throughout the Revelation. The 
proclamation of the angel is a dramatic mode of introducing 
the opening of the book. The whole chapter, like the whole 
book, is exceedingly picturesque— Who is worthy, or de _ 
sieving: The fitness of power, of moral worthiness, and of 
right acquired by achievement, is collectively implied in this 
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worthiness.— Opening the book and loosing its seals are essen- 
tially identical. 

Verses 3, 4.— None was able. As yet Christ had not ap- 
peared. Among all other beings, in heaven or on earth, none 
had the power or the acquired right to open the book or look 
upon it, that is, as a book with which he had any right to 
meddle. The seer wept much when no one appeared to open 
the book, as he felt how unutterably interesting and important 
must be its contents. Its being in the hand of God, and the 
proclamation of the angel, of themselves evinced its immense 
importance. His weeping, too, indicated his conviction that 
the book was intimately related to the destinies of humanity. 
No angel would have thus wept. 

Verse 5.—One of the elders: representing the church uni- 
versal, and here, before the throne, representing it in its per- 
fected and privileged state. Hence the elder could give 
information to the evangelist.— Weep not: that is, cease from 
weeping.— Behold challenges attention to something important. 
—The lion, as the strongest of beasts, thus properly imaging 
a conqueror.— Who is of the tribe of Judah. Judah is com- 
pared to a lion in Genesis 49: 9, and the Messiah is descended 
from Judah (Heb. 7: 14). He is further described as the 
root of David, that is, a branch sprung from the root or stock 
of David, from which the Messiah was to come (Luke 1: 32). 
—Hath conquered to open the book: not conquered in trying 
to open the book, but conquered so as to have the right to 
open it. His conquest was over sin and death in his sacri- 
fice, resurrection, and glorification. By his conquests in the 
realm of grace he became Lord of the realm of nature and 
providence. The expression there is elliptical for “ conquered, 
so as to open ;” “ conquered so that he can open.” 


Verse 6.—In the midst of the throne, etc.: see chapter 4: 2-6. 
The lamb was not on or within the throne, but before it, and 
within or among all these encircling beings; perhaps on 
the glassy sea.—A lamb. The seer had looked for a hero, or 
a lion symbolizing him; but in his place sees a lamb, nearly 
the weakest of animals. But the change is beautifully appro- 
priate ; for it was as a sacrificed lamb that the lion conquered. 
—Standing, as restored to life; not prostrate, as dead.—As 
having been slain: more exactly slaughtered as in sacrifice. 
Though living, the lamb bore the marks of having been slain 
in sacrifice.—Seven horns: symbols of power and of complete 
power. Thus the symbols of weakness (a lamb, and indeed, 
a little lamb) and of power are curiously united.—Seven eyes, 
which are the seven spirits of God: in chapter 4: 5 belonging 
to God ; here belonging to Christ, and indirectly declaring his 
divinity. These seven spirits are his manifold forms of 
spiritual activity among all nations as denoted by the spirits 
being sent forth into all the earth. These symbols are admira- 
bly appropriate to him whose sovereign hand is about to 
open the mysteries of the world’s future. 


Verse 7.—He came: from some slight distance.—And he 
taketh: literally, “hath taken:” it is seen as just accom- 
plished. How the lamb took the book we are not told. 
Probably in the shifting elements of the scene there seemed 
nothing incongruous in the lamb’s action. It might have 
reached forth a hand as natural as were its horns and eyes. 
It took evidently as one who had a right to take. The act 
marked the authority of the victor. 

Verse 8.— When he took the book. The purpose of his taking 
it was manifest: it was to be opened, and the secrets of the 
future unveiled. All was transported expectation. The 
cherubic forms and the elders—the representatives of the 
world and the church—fell prostrate in adoration before him, 
the latter having each a harp for minstrelsy, and golden cups 
full of incense. The incense represents the prayers of the saints. 
It is not the glorified church praying for the church on earth ; 
but simply this heavenly body, standing for the entire church, 
and, as its representative, offering its prayers. When the 
elders were first seey, probably these harps and cups were not 
in the vision: they have been suddenly added. The harps 
and cups or bowls belong to the elders, not to the four 
cherubic forms. 


Verse 9.-—A new song: “ because the occasion was new ;” 
the conqueror of death and hell, the Redeemer of the world, 
is about to open the book of the world’s destiny.— Worthy— 
because those wast slain in sacrifice. They recognize the fact 
that it was Christ’s redeeming work that won for him that 
exaltation and supremacy over all things which is symbolized 
by his taking into his hand the book of destiny, and opening 
its seals.—Didst purchase for God: didst pay the price of 
their redemption: didst redeem from under the curse of the 
law (Gal. 3: 13), and bought them with a price (1 Cor. 6: 20). 
— Out of every tribe and tongue, etc. “The fourfold division 
indicates universality” (Riddle). 

Verse 10.—Didst make them kings. In the best texts “a 
kingdom,” the abstract for the concrete: but I retain in 
rendering the easier English. All Christians are “a royal 
priesthood” (1 Pet. 2: 9); kingly priests and priestly kings 
(1: 6).—They reign: thus the better text, instead of “they 
shall reign.” It expresses their ideal and ultimate, not their 
present actual, condition. 

Verse 11.—This verse introduces upon the scene an in- 
numerable company of angels: myriads of myriads, and 
thousands of thousands, They form a sudden addition to the 


assemblage in order to join in this chorus of praise to the 
Lamb. They encircle the throne, the cherubic forms, and 
the elders ; they answer in number to the boundless diversity 
of their services as messengers of God. 

Verse 12.—Saying: namely, the angels.— Worthy is the 
Lamb that hath been slain: the phrase clearly implying that 
it is because he hath been slain. The angels recognize the 
same cause of his worthiness as the elders, angels. and saints 
are in perfect sympathy.—TZo receive: “by way of ascribed 
praise” (Alford). Some of the objects mentioned he might 
actually receive, as “riches” and “blessing ;” others he could 
properly have ascribed to him. In all they make the perfect 
number seven, and imply that he is the possessor of all excel- 
lences, and the rightful object of all praise. 

Verse 13.—The song commenced by the church (the 
elders) is taken up by the angels (11: 12', and caught and 
re-echoed by the whole creation; every creature, or, every 
created thing,—in heaven (saints and angels as above): on the 
earth, all right-minded intelligences on earth, and all ani- 
mated beings as such.— Underneath the earth: in hades, the 
realm of the dead (devils are not thought of). On the sea: 
whether mariners or sea animals moving on thesurface. The 
author struggles to express the universality of the song: he 
hears a chorus that echoes through and fills the whole 
creation. Every living object seems to share in it.—Zo him 
who sitteth, etc. The song is unitedly to God the Father and 
to the Lamb.— Blessing, honor, glory, dominion, again set forth 
the universality under a fourfold division answering to the 
fourfold heaven, earth, sea, and hades.—For ever and ever: 
Greek, wnto the ages of ages. 

Verse 14.—The cherubic forms, the four living creatures, 
the celestial representatives of the animate creation, utter the 
amen of solemn assent; and the elders, the celestial repre- 
sentatives of the church, fall down in adoring worship. 

It is difficult to conceive a scene more sublime than that 
which this chapter and the preceding portray; and the 
singular appropriateness and significance of the imagery take 
it entirely out of the category of fanciful and capricious 
representation, and argue strongly for its inspiration. 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATION 8. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Him that sat on the throne (v. 1). It is a great comfort to 
know that there is a throne in heaven, and that One sits on 
that throne. When things in this world seem to be all in 
confusion; when we can see no plan in the progress of events; 
when it looks as if the right were at a disadvantage against 
the wrong; when it appears as if the best persons had the 
hardest time in life; when perplexity is in our minds about 
what is, in contrast with what ought to be ;—then there is rest 
in the thought that in heaven there is a knowledge of and a 
power over all these things; that there is a throne of domin- 
ion, and an overseeing Ruler there. Itis not enough to know 
that there is order in the universe; that there isa prevailing 
law of nature; we need to be assured that there is a personal 
God; that God is; that God rules; and that God is “a re- 
warder of them that diligently seek him.” Here is the joy 
and the strength of the Christian believer. In the lack of 
this is the cheerlessless of the unsatisfied doubter. 

Who is worthy to open the book ? (v. 2.) Did you never have 
a person come to you—it may be a servant, or a child, or a 
comrade—with a sealed letter from home, asking you to 
open and read it, because its receiver was unable to read ? 
Of what use were all the loving messages of that letter, or 
its counsels and warnings, or its words of information, to him 
for whom they were designed, until he could find some one 
competent and willing to read them to him? If indeed he 
were surrounded by the ignorant, how that person would go 
from one to another, asking hopelessly, “ Who is worthy to 
open this letter, and to read its writing to me?” Or, have 
you never been asked by a child to read to him out of a book 
he brings to you, that he may know the meaning of its pic- 
tures which have taken his eye? Or, again, have you not 
yourself turned the pages of some attractive appearing vol- 
ume in a foreign tongue, wishing that some one was at hand 
to read them to you? What is written may or may not be 
of service to him who longs for instruction. This is as true 
of the Book of God as of any writing of minor importance. 
Peculiarly is it true of the closing book of the sacred canon. 
You can read it, it is true ; but reading a book is not under- 
standing a book. “ Understandest thou what thou readest ?” 
“ How can I, except some man should guide me?” Who is 
able to open unto you and to me the Book of Revelation? We 
are face to face with that question to-day ? 

And I wept much. ... One of the elders saith,... Weep 
not (v. 4,5). There is a great deal of unnecessary weeping 
in this world ; and it seems that even glimpses of heaven do 
not always put a stop to it. We weep over emergencies, 
which are already provided for. We weep over difficulties, 
which exist only in our imaginings. We weep that God 
does not do for us, what he is already doing. We weep for a 
blessing, that is even now within our grasp. Our very weep- 
ing blinds our eyes against the good things provided for us ; 
and shuts from our sight the grand events of God’s provi- 





weeping for? Are you sure that the thing you mourn as lost 
is not safer than before? Are you sure that the cause of 
your tears is not rather a cause of glad smiles? Dry your 
eyes, and look up. There is less reason for your weeping 
than you have suppesed. 


Golden vials full of odors, which are the prayers of saints (v. 8). 


Jesus urged his disciples to lay up treasuresin heaven. Here 
we have an intimation of the kind of treasures which are 


valued there. Heaven’s perfumery: bottled prayers! The 


faith-filled prayers of God’s children are so precious that 
none of them are lost. 
grant. Prayers out of a crushed and aching heart ; the prayers’ 
which seemed of no effect; the earnest, loving prayers of 
mother or father, of wife or sister, of husband or brother, of 
child or friend, of teacher or pastor,—all are preserved. They 
are kept to God’s honor and praise. They are kept as a 


They are kept to make heaven fra- 


memorial of the trustful saint who offered them. We all want 
to do something which will be remembered. We all want to 
have accumulations, to be rejoiced over by and by. To this 
end what is surer than praying? Work may fail of its pur- 
pose. Study may prove only a weariness of the flesh. Prayer 
shall never be lost. It will reach heaven. It will be counted 
among heaven’s treasures. Let us pray. 

Hast made us . . . kings and priests (v.10). If a childless 
king were to advertise for an heir, there would be no lack of 
applicants for the position. He might not find it so easy to 
get young men of royal blood from other lands to come and 
be his servants. If a call came to a group of theological 
students for a volunteer to take charge of a cathedral church 
with all its honors and emoluments, there is little doubt that 
some of them would be ready for the service. Is it as certain 
that asummons toa hopeful mission field would be responded 
to with like alacrity? Christ isa king. All the churches 
of earth are at his disposal: the temple of heaven is his also. 
Christ’s followers shall be kings and priests unto God; but 
not yet; they must serve at the footstool before they rule 
on the throne: they must be as doorkeepers in the house of 
the Lord before they stand in glory in the holy of holies. 
All our hope of royal and priestly honors rests on our 
humility and willing service in the days of our preparation 
and trial. Only he who is faithful over a few things shall 
be ruler over many things. But those who obey and trust 
now shall be kings and priests by and by. 

Ten thausand times ten thousand, and thousands of thvusands 
(v.11). It is of no use trying to count up the Lord’s ser- 
vants, or the Lord’s agencies. There were at least seven 
thousand times as many good men in wicked Israel, in the 
days of Elijah, as the inspired man of God supposed ; and 
no one has ever come nearer than Elijah to the full measure 
of the men and the things at God’s disposal in an emergency. 
Perhaps you think that there is no such faith on earth now as 
in the days of Abraham; no such courage in God’s cause as 
in David’s time ; so such devotion or holiness as in the early 
Christian church. Perhaps you are afraid that popular skep- 
ticism is sweeping everything before it ; or that political cor- - 
ruption prevails unchecked in high places; or that there is 
no such reverence for authority, no such understanding of 
doctrine, no such stability of character, in the rising genera- 
tion, as in the days of long ago. Nonsense! The number of 
those who worship God, and trust him, and serve him, and 
glorify him, is “ten thousand times ten thousand, and thou- 
sands of thousands ;” and there are a great many more than 
that also. You have a deal more of Bible arithmetic to learn, 
before you can safely apply your mathematics to the friends 
and the forces of the Divine Government. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER, 


Shall we attempt to explain to little children the wonderful 
visions of John. and the meaning of all that he saw? To 
do that would be to mystify and perplex, since wise inter- 
preters are not agreed upon some parts of the wonderful book. 
Shall we only teach of thenew song as the song of redemption, 
and tell how each child may begin here to learn it by ac- 
cepting and trusting in the one great sacrifice,—the Lamb that 
was slain,—and by living a life of praise to him while on 
earth? By all means teach that, and do it impressively, if 
you do nothing else with this lesson. Have the class know 
thoroughly, and repeat in concert, the golden text, and the 
glorious response in the thirteenth verse. But some of the 
thoughtful ones will hear the verses read, even if they cannot 
read for themselves, and will ask the meaning of the book 
with seals, and the four beasts, and the twenty-four elders. 

Children love imagery as they do pictures with warm 
glowing color; for such you must explain enough to give an 
idea of the Book of Revelation that they may accept it all 
as God’s word, and be satisfied to feel that the full meaning 
of it we cannot comprehend until we reach the heavenly 
city. 

Briefly review.the previous lessons about what John saw, 
and the messages to the churches, and tell that our remaining 
lessons of the year are what was shown to him, and what he 
heard ; that he wrote it in a book to show what shall be 
hereafter for those who love Jesus Christ. Tell something 





dence over which we ought to be rejoicing. What are you 





in story form from the fourth chapter. The sound which 
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John first heard as the voice of a trumpet said, “Come up 
hither, and I will show thee things which must be hereafter.” 
John had been lonely and sad, but he could no longer be so 
when he saw a door opened in heaven, and he could see the 
glories within. . 

He says, “1 was in the Spirit.’ The Holy Spirit helped 
him to see and understand. Will he help us? Jesus 
promised to his disciples when he told of the Spirit’s coming, 
“ he will show you things tocome.” He is as ready to help 
us now, if we pray the prayer which the psalmist prayed long 
ago, “ Open thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law.” Wehavethe sure promise, “ Whoso 
is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall under- 
stand the loving-kindness of the Lord.” 

John saw in the midst of heaven a great throne, and one 
sitting on the throne; around him were twenty-four elders 
clothed in white, and crowns of gold upon their heads: He 
saw, close about the throne, four beasts full of eyes, and with 
wings ; they said, “ Holy, Holy, Lord God which was, and 
is, and is to come.” Then the elders fell down, and cast their 
crowns before him, and said, “ Thou art worthy to receive 
glory and honor and power, for thou hast created all things.” 
The beasts mean living creatures, and stood for everything 
which has life or ever was created, and the elders mean the 
church of God: together they mean that everything was 
made to praise and glorify God. 

John saw this, and also much which was yet tocome. In 
the right hand of the One on the throne was a great book ; 
not. a book with covers and leaves like ours, but a roll 
written on both sides, It was rolled up and fastened with 
seven seals. An angel cried out: “ Who is worthy to open 
the book and break the seals ?” 

There was no answer, for no man or angel in earth or 
heaven was worthy to break the seals and open the roll. 
John was sorry, and wept that it could not be opened and 
read, An angel said, “ Weep not, the Lion of the tribe of 
Juda will open the book and break the seals.” John looked 
—in the midst of the throne stood, not a lion, but a lamb, 
with marks of having been slain as a sacrifice. He took the 
book, for he was worthy to open and read. Then the beasts 
and the elders were glad, and fell down before him, to 
worship the lamb. The elders had harps, and golden censers 
full of odors, which J: ohn says are the prayers of saints. Who 
was this lamb in the midst of the throne? We seem to hear 
the answer, for John tells it in the very words of the song. 

It was a new song. Before that, all living things and the 
church which had gone up from the earth, from the days of 
Abraham and Moses and David, had praised him for his 
creation and love and mercy that endureth forever. But in 
the new song we hear what this lamb, who had been slain, 
had done. This is the song of praise, “Thou art worthy to 
take the book and open the seals thereof, for thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood—out of every 
kindred and tongue, and people and nation.” 


What had the Lamb suffered? How has he redeemed us 
to God? What name do we call the Lamb that was slain? 
Do you see how this was a new song? What sacrifices used 
to be offered in the days when priests offered them for the 
sins of the people? What was in the tabernacle on which 
they burned incense, which rose up continually? What had 
the elders in their hands which reminds you of the censer 
_ inthe tabernacle? David once asked God: “ Let my prayer 
be set before thee as incense, and the lifting up of my hands 
as the evening sacrifice.” 

Because Jesus Christ had fulfilled all the types of the old 
tabernacle and temple service, and offered himself a sacrifice 
once for all, and for all people, he was worthy to receive the 
whole offering of prayer and praise, and to break the seals 
and open the book. 

The elders joined in singing, “Thou hast made us unto 
our God, kings and priests, and we shall reign on the earth.” 
All this was promised to those who love and serve the Lamb 
that was slain. 

There were other voices which John heard. Hosts of 
angels were singing, so many that John calls them thousands 
of thousands. He could not count them, but he could tell 
the words they said. 


John heard them singing the very words of our golden 
text of to-day. What are they? There was a yet grander 
chorus, when every created thing in heaven and earth joined 
in the song; for John heard them all saying, “ Blessing and 
honor, and glory and power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” 

Would you love join in such a song? Could you be silent 
if you heard all these voices of praise? If Jesus has re- 
deemed you, if you have chosen’ him to be your Saviour, 
even amidst all this heavenly chorus he loves to hear the 
voice of a little child thanking him for his love, and asking 
for his grace. Do you love to say to “Our Father,” the 
prayer which Jesus taught us to pray? Do you say with all 
your heart, “Thy kingdom come”? Do you say with glad- 
ness, “ Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever” ? 

You may begin even now to speak words of praise to him, 
and he will take you by and by to join in the everlasting 





song, and know all the wonders of that sealed book in which 
is written all the joy which awaits those who love him. 





TEACHING HINTS. 


There is a glimpse in this lesson of the occupations, and 
the peace, and the praises of heaven. 

There is work to do there ; work that no man in heaven, 
or elsewhere, can do. He who looks into heaven from earth 
fears that the work can never be accomplished. In his 
grief he weeps because the work must be left undone. 
How common it is for us here on earth to think that 
God’s work must suffer, because no one is competent to do 
it! Wrong must go on unchecked ; the heathen must be left 
unreached ; the poor must remain unprovided for; our per- 
sonal temptations must prove too much for us, because of 
human weakness. “ Weep not,” says one who looks at all 
from heaven’s side. What if no man can compass the im- 
possible? God can. The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 
crucified and risen and glorified Christ, can compass every 
work that needs to be done—in heaven or out of it. What 
rest and peace there are in heaven through confidence in 
Christ! Why should not there be more of this restfulness 
to the earthly believer? Jesus can do everything; and he 
who believes in Jesus can do all things through Christ’s 
strengthening. 

No wonder that heaven rings with praises of Jesus! Why 
should not we join in those praises? What are the words of 
the heavenly song? Who share in it? If it is a song 
suited to “ every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea,” why should 
you be left out from the choir? 

At least you can do as well as one of “the four beasts” 
who said “ Amen.” Have you ever done thus much with all 
your heart ? 


QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


We regard chapter 4 as a present scene, in heaven, the 
“hereafter” of verse 1 being events on earth chiefly), and 
unsealed until chapter 6. 

Introductory.—After the merited penalties and rewards 
were promised the church, what promise was given John? 
(4:1.) How was the Supreme Ruler symbolized as a promise- 
keeping sovereign? (4:2,3.) Describe the entire scene. 
Were the twenty-four associate rulers heads of the twelve 
tribes and the twelve apostles (representatives of the church), 
or were they angelic princes? 

Were the four living beings angelic executors of God’s 
designs, or were they representatives of the material universe 
and powers of God? Is the thought that angels, cherubims, 
and seraphims are employed by God in the government of 
the world in harmony with or opposed to Scripture? (Dan. 
9:-21-23; 10:13; Heb. 1:13, 14; Matt. 24:31; Ezek. 1: 
5-19; 10: 9-15; Isa. 6: 2, 3.) 

Verse 1.—Why may we regard the scroll as symbolizing 
the designs of God respecting the church’s future rather 
than its entire history? (4:1; following chapters.) What 
does “on the right hand” signify? Why is it presented as 
filled on both sides? Does the seven sealings signify the 
secrecy of God’s purpose or its non-fulfillmeat? What evi- 
dence have we that the four living beings have some connec- 
tion with the first four seals (now broken and operative) ? 
(6: 1-8.) God’s plan is unfolded in providence; man beholds 
it in its execution. John beheld it in its panoramic vision. 
We now see Christianity (and science?) advancing (6: 1), 
while war (6: 4), famine (6: 5), and death (6: 8), prevail in 
the world; but we have only John’s testimony on the sixth 
and seventh seals, they being future. He lived virtually 
through them all, in fulfillment of John 21 : 22. 

Verse 2.—Is the question, Who is worthy to reveal, or 
who is worthy to accomplish, future events? Which view 
interprets John’s grief as disappointed curiosity, and which 
as anxiety concerning the consummation of redemption? 
Which view better accords with the theme of the new song? 
(v. 9.) 

Verses 5,6.—Why is the Worthy One announced “the 
Lion” and revealed “a Lamb”? How had he perfected in 
himself power to consummate redemption? (v.6; Heb. 2: 10.) 
Is there gracious design in war and want and death? (Rom. 
8: 28.) 

Verse 7.—What act was a promise of consummated re- 
demption in Christ? What offering from the saints must 
and will be present to make the promise valid? (v. 8.) 

Verses 11-13.—How many different classes of beings joined 
in the chorus of praise? Does “under the earth” have the 
same meaning here as in verse 3? How is the complete 
circuit and fullness of praise indicated? (v. 14.) What feel- 
ings should be inspired by the study of this lesson? 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 
So much has been said in this column about ancient books 
and writings, that it seems almost superfluous to approach the 
subject again ; and yet it has not been quite exhausted. The word 





used in this passage is in etymological form a diminutive, and 
is properly used of a portion of the entire revealed will of 
God ; though this distinction is not always, nor even generally 
observed. Three words from the same root are used in the 
New Testament. The first is biblos, whose more correct form 
would be byblos, meaning first the papyrus plant, and then 
a book made therefrom. Its proper use would be for a book 
in general, or where a large or comprehensive book is meant; 
but the distinction is not at all closely kept. It immediately 
suggests a roll or scroll, the form which papyrus books 
naturally took. In Mark 10: 4 it is translated “bill,” and in 
Matthew 19:.7, “writing”’ Thesecond word is biblion, the one 
used here. An example of its proper use in a double sense 
occurs in 2 Timothy 4: 13, where it'means on the one hand 
separate scrolls, and on the other hand is contrasted with 
parchment books. There is a form still more diminutive, 
biblaridion, which occurs in Revelation 10: 2, 8, 9,10 (though the 
different texts do not agree in the first two places), and is 
translated by “little book.” It is scarcely necessary to say 
that in these words is the root of our “ Bible,” which is prop- 
erly the anglicized form of the plural (biblia). of the word in 
our lesson, and properly means the “ books,” or the proper Chris- 
tianlibrary. Yet in medieval Latin the word “ bidlia” in this 
sense has been tortured into a singular noun of the first declen- 
sion, feminine. Thus in the first chapter of Thomas 4 Kempis’s 
“Imitation of Christ” occurs the sentence: “Si scires totam 
bibliam exterius et omnium philosophorum dicta: quid totum 
prodesset sine caritate Dei et gratia?” That is, “If thou knewest 
the whole Bible externally and all the sayings of the philoso- 
phers: what would the whole profit without the love of God, 
and [his] grace?” So the modern languages are not the first 
which extracted a noun in the singular number to denote the 
Christian or the Inspired Library. 


The form of the roll being once understood, it is immedi- 
ately plain how it could be written within and on the back. 
“On the back,” moreover, implies rather more in the Greek 
than in the English: it contains just the idea that is implied 
when a contributor to The Sunday-school Times, through the 
force of economy in paper or postage, or of an afterthought, 
writes “over” at the bottom of a page, to denote that he has 
turned the page, and put something to be read where it would 
not naturally be looked for. 


“Sealed” is more properly “sealed up”—securely. The 
roll was bound around with cords or tapes, and these were 
fastened in a knot, and the ends secured by a seal, so that the 
knot could not be untied or the ends pulled through without 
destroying the seals. The same method of securing a knot 
when many sheets are bound together is to this day very 
common in legal documents; and the whole method of 
securing is seen in the more ancient wills, and at present in 
custom-house packages after examination by the inspectors. 
The little leaden seals used in this last case are excellent 
illustrations of our text. In the Assyrian and Babylonish 
remains have been found many clay seals of this sort, the 
strings having decayed away by time, and left their holes 
through the seals. 

“T wept much because no man was found worthy,” etc., is 
a translation that obscures the oriental character of the 
original, The meaning is, “because no worthy one was 
found,” that is, because there was no one worthy, etc., but it 
does not imply that there was any search or examination 
made. ‘“ Worthy,” also, means not worthy in the sense of 
honorable, but in that of able, equal to the great deed. 


As to the “ Root of David,” while it is a beautiful thought 
that Christ was both the origin and descendant of David, and 
while the citation of the term “ root of Jesse” in Romans 15: 
12, in association with the present lesson, suggests the pro- 
phetic songs of redemption as sung by David (not to say 
Moses), which had their vital source in Christ as the Root, 
just as the song in our lesson has it complete in the flowering 
and fruiting branch, yet these ideas arenot those of either 
“the root and the offspring of David” in Revelation 22: 16, or 
of Isaiah 11: 1, from which these expressions are derived. In 
the latter it is paralleled with the “Branch,” and means an 
offshoot or offspring. In our lesson it is paralleled with 
Lion, and means the offshoot of Jesse or David grown to full 
development and strength. It is not the Root prophetic, 
unmanifest, but the Root that has grown to a full-branched 
tree for the healing of the nations. So while the old songs 
were songs in the spirit of prophecy, of testimony to Jesus 
as well asof faith in him, the new song is a song of praise 
to Jesus as their prophet who now receives the fullness of 
revelation, after that and because he has achieved his main 
victory, as king, over their enemies. “ Hast redeemed,” 
however, denotes not precisely a rescue, but a strict redemp- 
tion." “ Hast bought” is the strict rendering, and the proper 
one as well. The word is so rendered in 2 Peter2: 1, for 
example. In Wilkius’s “Clavis” or Lexicon of the New 
Testament, indeed, it is claimed that the word does not mean 
“to redeem, as is commonly taught;” as that meaning is 
expressed by another word. 

In verse 10, instead of “ kings and priests,” the correct read- 
ing is “a kingdom and priests ;” and the expression is adapted 
by John from the Old Testament. Very near it is that in 
Exodus 19: 6, 
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“Tn the midst of the throne,” etc,, in verse 6, means in the 


midst of the whole scene formed by the throne, the four living 


beings, and the elders, The repetition of “ in the midst of ” before 


_ “heelders” isa Hebrew idiom. Instead of “stood a Lamb” some 


adopt not without color of right, the meaning “was placed a 
Lamb.” The structure of the sentence is elliptical, after the 
fashion necessary in the oriental languages and common in the 
Latin and Greek. To be consistent, our version should read 
“ithad” instead of “ having” in the next clause. The exact 
meaning would then be “there was a Lamb placed as slain,” 
or as a slain lamb would be; and that, as some commentators 
take it, sitting or lying. The contrast between the actual 
Lion, as his worthiness and strength appear in the results of his 
victory, with the weakness and subjection of the means of his 
victory, can hardly escape notice. To the oriental mind the 
contrast is enriched by allusions a hundred fold more 
numerous than tothe occidental. As the Lion of many epithets, 
he has conquered the ability and dignity for opening the 
book and unsealing all the future; and is worthy to receive 
blessing and honor and glory and power and riches and 
wisdom ; all which belong only to Jehovah. But as to the 
means of conquering, he has taken the feeblest and most 
submissive shape, has suffered death, and bought with his 
blood his innumerable ransomed. 

Beyond all reasonable doubt, the words at the end of the 
lesson, “ him that liveth forever and ever,” are no part of the 
true text. Some commentators, taking them as a part of it, 
have insisted that therefore only he that was sitting on the 
throne was worshiped; but if verses 12 and 13 are not 
worship of the Lamb, it would be hard to say what is. But 
any way, by leaving out this improper addition to the text, 
we see how much more sublime and fitting is the description ; 
and we see again a type doubtless in John’s mind, and the 
words adapted by him from Exodus 4: 31, where the people 
believed Moses and Aaron: “and when they heard that the 
Lord had visited the children of Israel, and that he had 
looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their heads and 
worshiped.” Whatmore was there for the redeemed to do? 
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WHO IS WORTHY TO OPEN THE BOOK? 


THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST. 





WoRTHY IS THE LAMB THAT WAS SLAIN, 
WHO HATH 

| MADE US KINGS AND PRIESTS 

Unto Gop. 


REDEEMED US 











THANKSGIVING. . 


Scnbiicstatialpieamenes, 
THE PRESIDENTS PROCLAMATION. 


At no recurrence of the season which the devout habit 
of a religious people has made the occasion for giving 
thanks to Almighty God, and humbly invoking his con- 
tinued favor, has the material prosperity enjoyed by our 
whole country been more conspicuous, more manifold, or 
more universal. During the past year, also, unbroken 
peace with all foreign nations, the general prevalence of 
domestic tranquility, the supremacy and security of the 
great institutions of civil and religious freedom, have 
gladdened the hearts of our people, and confirmed their 
attachment to their government, which the wisdom and 
courage of our ancestors so fitly framed, and the wisdom 
and courage of their descendants have so firmly main- 
tained, to be the habitation of liberty and justice to suc- 
cessive generations. 

Now, therefore, I, Rutherford B. Hayes, President of 
the United States, do appoint Thursday, the twenty-sev- 
enth day of November inst., as a day of national thanks- 
giving and prayer; and I earnestly recommend that, 
Withdrawing themselves from secular cares and labors, 
the people of the United States do meet together on that 


day in their respective places of worship, there to give- 


thanks and praise to Almighty God for his mercies, and 
to devoutly beseech their continuance. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 

caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this third day of 
November, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-nine, and of the indepen- 
dence of the United States the one hundred and 
fourth. 

RUTHERFORD B. HayYEs. 

By the President—WILLIAM M. Evarts, 

Secretary of State. 





A THANKSGIVING 
Anthem by the choir. 
Leader : 
It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing 
praises unto thy name, O Most High. 
All: 


Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks, unto thee do we 
thanks: for that thy name 


Leader « 
Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto 


the Lord glory and strength, give unto the Lord the glory due 
unto his name, 


All: 


Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glo 
power; for thou hast created all things, an 
they are and were created. 


Leader : 


Know ye that the Lord, he is God: it is he that hath made 


us, and not we ourselves: we are his people and the sheep of his 
pasture. 


All : 


Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, 
and the victory, and the esty ; thine is the kingdom, O Lord 
and thou art exalted as head above all. 


Leader : 


_Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me; and to him that ordereth 
his conversation aright will I show the salvation of God. 


All: 


All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints shall 


bless thee. They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and 
talk of thy power. 


Pastor : 


O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of his praise 
to be heard; remember his marvellous works that he hath done. 


Congregation : 

Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and 
honor, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. 
Pastor : 


Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel our Father, for ever and 
ever. 


Congregation : 


Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the ‘ago and the glory, 
and the victory, and the majesty ; for all that is in the heaven 
and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and 
thou art exalted as head above all. 


Pastor : 


All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord ; and thy saints shall 
bless thee. So will we sing and praise thy power. 


All ; 


Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy 
glorious name. 


Singing : 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Lord’s Prayer. 
Superintendent : Why do we praise God? 
First class : 


For the Lord is good, his mercy is everlasting, and his truth 
endureth to all generations. O give thanks unto the Lord, for 
he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever. 


Superintendent : How wide is God’s goodness ? 
Second class : e 
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. The Lord is 
good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his works. Z 
Superintendent : Has God’s goodness been remembered in 
the past? 


Third class : 

We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told 
us what work thou didst in their days: our fathers trusted in 
thee, and thou didst deliver them: thy faithfulness is unto all 
generations. 

Superintendent : Is our life God’s gift? 
Fourth class : 


Know ye that the Lord, he is God: it is he that hath made 
us, and not we ourselves: we are his people and the sheep of 
his pasture. 


Superintendent : Is our prosperity from God ? 
Fifth class : 


Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over 
all; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand 
it is to make great, and to give strength unto all. 


Peereineent : Have we anything that came not from 


SERVICE* 


ive 
near, thy wondrous works declare. 


and honor and 
for thy pleasure 


Sixth class : 

And what hast thou that thou didst not receive ? 
Superintendent.: Does God care for our homes? 
Seventh class : 





God setteth the solitary in families. He maketh him families 
like @, flock. 


Superintendent: Does God care for little children ? 
Primary class : 

And they brought young children to him, that he should | 
touch them ; and his disciples rebuked those that brought them. 
But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto 
them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them 


not: for of such is the kingdom of God. And he took them up 
in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them. 


Superintendent : Does God love bez.uty ? 


*Condensed from one prepenes the Rev. J. E. Kittredge, and used 
in the First Presbyterian ureh, Geneseo, iY. | 





Eighth class : 
He hath made everything beautiful in his time. 
Superintendent : Is good government God’s gift? 
Ninth class: 
The powers that be, are ordained of God. 
Superintendent : Does our land seem like one described 
in the Bible? 
Tenth class : 


For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a land, a land 
of brooks of water, of fountains, and depths that ss out of 
valleys and hills; a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and 
fig-trees, and pomegranates, a land of oil-olive, and honey; a 
land wherein thou shalt eat bread without searceness, thou 
shalt not lack any thing in it; a land whose stones are iron, 
and out of whose hills ‘thou mayest dig brass. A land which 
the Lord thy God careth for: the eyes of the Lord thy God are 
always upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the 
end of the year. 

Superintendent : Are harvests and plenty from God? 
Eleventh class : 


He left not himself without witness, in that he did , and 
ave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our 
earts with food and gladness, 


Anthem, 


Superintendent : What better gift than earthly plenty has 
God-given us? 
Twelfth class : 


All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness. J, 


Superintendent: What best gift of God is revealed in 
the Bible? 
Thirteenth class : 


For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 


Superintendent : What other gift has God made? 


Fourteenth class : ; 

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever. 
Superintendent: How does God crown his gifts ? 


Fifteenth class : 


Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day : 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his ap- 
pearing. 

Leader : 


Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and 
blessing. Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power be unto 
bey that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever 
and ever. 


Address of five minutes. 
Singing: “ We praise thee, O God.” 


Leader : What shall I render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits toward me? 

All: : 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 
Leader : What shall I render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits toward me ? 
All: 3 


I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call 
upon the name of the Lord. 


Leader : What shall I render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits toward me? 

All: 

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; bring an 

offering and come into his courts. 

Leader : What shall I render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits toward me? 

All: 


Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 


Leader : 


And let the pose of God rule in road hearts, to the which 
also ye are called in one body: and be ye thankful. 


All: 


be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord my strength and my 
redeemer. 


Leader : 


Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doest 
wondrous things. 


All: 
And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole 


_ earth be filled with his glory. 
| Leader : 


Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 
All: 

Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir : 


. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost ; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 


Prayer. Singing. Benediction. 


Let the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart, 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


SaaeaTe! “SEES Say 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


blications received will be mm not under this head. 
rhe inter interest of our readers will guike es in ae ~~ A notice. ] 


BOOKS. 
Sermons on the International Sunday-school Lessons for 1880; by ee 
Monday Club. 12mo, pp. 418. New York: T. Y. Crowell. Price, $1.50 


Worth Keeping: selected from The Cnereasionses and Boston Re- 
D -17—M 3701879, Illustrated, 12mo, pp. . Boston: W. L. Greene 


The Pledge and the Cross; a History of our Pledge-roll. By Mrs. 8, M. I. 
se 12mo, pp. 256. New York: National Temperance Society. 
P 


-— inns: its classics, Lr nae ota en i ag og Mrs. Clara 
Bates. Illustrated. 4to, Bootes Lothrop & Co. 
Price, $8 00. 


The Reader’s Hand-book of the American Revolution, 1761-1783. By 
Just a 16mo, pp. Vv, 328. Boston: Houghton, Osgood, & Co. 
Price 


Euripides. By J. P. Mahaffy, A.M. (Classical Wr edited by John 
Hichara Gr een.) 16mo, pp. 144. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 
Price, 60 cents. 


The Throat and the Voice. By J.SolisCohen, M.D. Illustrated. (Ameri- 


can Health Primers.) 16mo, pp. 159. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakis- 
ton, Price, 50 cents, 


A onl Foy of the English Bible, with brief notices of the transla- 


Freeman, D.D. 16mo, pp. 82. New York: Phillips & 
Hunt. Price, 60 cents. 


Sermons preached on various occasions. By James de Koven, D.D. With 
an introduction by Morgan Dix, D.D. 12mo, pp. xx, 364. ‘New York: 
D. Appleton & Co. Price, $1.50. 

Mamma’s Bible Stories for her little ahors and eee. Illustrated. (New 
edition.) hoe pp. 19. New Carter & Brothers. 
Price, 75 cents. 


uel to Mamma’s Bible Stories; chiefly in words not exceeding two 
lilables. Illustrated. (New edition. — pp. 220. New York: 
obert Carter & Brothers. Price, 75 cents. 


PAMPHLETS. 
Dreka’s Card Etiquette. 18mo, pp. 32. Philadelphia: Louis Dreka. 
Cary. A novel. By M. Jacqueline Thornton. (Appletons’ Library 
at ag eee dh Fiction.) 8vo, pp. 231. New York: D Appleton & Co. 
ce, 


a Gee ae Ame o, eee ane Girls. Dedicated to the children at 
ie oe. at aaa pp. 88. Sunbury, Pa.: Pub- 
lished by the aut Poe "Brice 





It is a good thing to popularize science as far as pos- 
sible ; to popularize both its modes of expression and its 
familiar acquaintance. Lectures like Faraday’s are 
models of the most desirable oral methods of bringing 
about these results. But as science spreads so widely, 
and gains so many specialist disciples, one needs to be on 
his guard in his reading and listening, lest he hear with 
the hearing of his ears, and be immediately persuaded 
that his eye fully sees and his mind fully possesses the 
wished-for knowledge. There is, in short, a grade of 
scientific vision which is related to the smatterers about 
as nearly (or distantly) as the smatterers are to the savans. 
Almost any one who has a glib tongue, and has read a 
tolerable popular treatise, feels competent to set up as an 
oral instructor of the people by popular lectures. If he 
talks sense, it is only by hap-hazard; and the sense is 
usually spread out so thin ” to follow the old_ rule for 
drawing a legal document: “not only make it so clear 
that one cannot help understanding it, but make it so 
plain as to save him the trouble of thinking.” Just 
grazing the edge of these dangers, though generally not 
only a harmless but an edifying book, is Seeing and 
Thinking, by the late William Kingdon Clifford, F. R. 8. 
The style is extremely popular, and the facts interwoven 
are very curious and interesting; but the reader is gener- 
ally kept at the very threshold of what he would like to 
know (and of what might be easily made clear), tantalized 
by some insufficient explanation of an inexplicable 
thing, and forced to contemplate an illustration which 
too often suggests a false parallel as well as a true one, 
and all the while wondering whether the lecturer takes 
him for an idiot or a lunatic, The desire to be popular 
has not made the lecturer altogether subside into plati- 
tudes, because he really knew too much of the subjects 
he was discussing to do that; but he sometimes goes so 
far out of his way as to use ordinary language in a tor- 
tured manner. What, for instance, are we to understand 
by that “solid” body, the luminiferous ether? Nor are 
we always sure whether the lecturer is stating a fact or 
vividly presenting an illustration—unless, indeed, we 
already are familiar with the subject, and can tell before 
we read, The book is not equal to Faraday’s lectures, 
nor is it to be put down among the worthless trash. But 
its only real value must be as a spur to the popular mind 
to prick it on in study, so as to be able to judge, not 
follow, the author. The reader cannot rely on its state- 
ments without some little gift of the poetic frenzy. 


(12mo, cloth, pp. 156. New York: Macmillan & Co. 
Price, $1.00.) 


The energy, perseverance, and ability shown by Pro- 
fessor H. 8. Osborn, LL.D., in bringing out map after 
map of regions in the East where our need is rapidly 
increasing and our deficiency of information is great 
cannot be too highly praised. His enterprise and accuracy 
are great, and the latter almost equals the former. His 
last is A New Map of Western Asia, including Asia 
Minor, Armenia, Mesopotamia, Assyria, Media, with 
Palestine, all Syria and its Desert. The new material 





for this map had in large measure to be gathered from 
original sources, and still larger from widely scattered 
ones. Travelers and tradesmen, even, have been made 
contributors to the editor’s information ; and the amount 
of reading and study besides has been very great. The 
map is both ancient and modern, with a different type 
for the ancient, modern, and biblical names respectively ; 
it gives many matters of physical geography, distinguishes 
ruins from living sites, and gives many details at a glance 
which add to the value of the map, and are best to be 
appreciated by those who have used it much. Its size is 
about six feet wide by four and a half high, and while 
the more important names are to be distinguished across 
a moderately sized room, the details are so numerous and 
so accurate that it will bear very close study; indeed, its 
chief use is to be found in being at hand for reference 
and study. It is safe to say that no one map of this very 
extensive region ever contained so much. In general 
the map follows up the best, as well as the most recent 
authorities. The most conspicuous exception occurs in 
Cyprus, where Golgos (or Golgoi) is placed more than 
fifty miles away from its true site; where Kuklia is put 
down as Kulia (along with some other misspellings) ; 
the mountains are much misplaced; and the map is 
generally deficient and poor. This is the more to be 
regretted, since with a representation of about the same 
size as that in Cesnola’s Cyprus, there was space for a 
map quite as full and accurate; if not as that of Lang 
and other recent maps. Yet throughout the map is not 
one of minute details, like the map of a guide-book; and 
slips will occur in the best of human works. The map 
extends from the Balkan Mountains on the north to 
Alexandria on the south; from the Greek Archipelago 
to the Caspian Sea and the Persian Gulf. (Published by 
the editor, Oxford, Ohio. Price, $5.00; with illus- 
trations, $7.00.) 

The Chautauqua Normal Outline Series is continued 
with an excellent little compilation by J. M. Freeman, 
D.D., entitled A Short History of the English Bible, with 
brief notices of the translators. The ground passed over 
is so immense that much of the matter is not only brief, 
but fragmentary, occasionally to obscurity, as in the 
mention of “ the first Hebrew grammar,” “the first Greek 
lexicon,” and the like, when only the first ones printed 
are meant. Asa compilation it is a pattern of instructive 
brevity and general accuracy, lacking for the most part 
only those masterly touches which would appear to im- 
mense advantage if written by one absorbed in the sub- 
ject and speaking from the abundance of his heart rather 
than from the abundance of helps at hand. In speaking 
of Whittingham’s New Testament, which is usually and 
rightly called the first Genevan Testament, the author 
makes a double mistake. The fact is that the Testament 
called Whittingham’s was his only by probability. It 
appeared in 1557; a revision of it appeared with the 
whole Geneva Bible in 1560; but the most common 
Genevan New Testament, which § is not mentioned by the 
author (apparently because he mistook the second for it), 
was one which appeared in 1576, and thenceforward was 
the New Testament of most of the Genevan Bibles, so 
that it is not common nowadays to find a copy without it. 
It was “translated out of Greeke [into Latin] by Theod 
Beza: with brief summaries and expositions by the said 
authour, Joachim Camerarius, and P. Loselerius Villerius. 
Englished by L. Tomson, together with the annotations 
of Fr. Iunius upon the Revelation of 8. Iohn.” In 
speaking of “the Bug Bible,” the author uses a very 
limited nickname, which were better applied to an older 
edition, and in quoting Dore’s suggestion seems ignorant 
of the fact that “ bug” in Old English, even in Shake- 
speare, meant “ bugbear” or terror; and that its modern 
meaning of “insect” is quite late. But the little book is 
as free from error as most of the older histories of our 
English Bible, and it has the advantage of coming quite 
down to date. (12mo, cloth, pp. 82. New York: 
Phillips & Hunt. Price, 50 cents.) 


To see old faiths in a new light is a gift that has been 
given to each successive generation which has been dili- 
gent in the study and practice of the word of God; while 
those who have trusted to the new lights alone without 
seeing their connection with the old faiths, or noting the 
fact that both come from the same divine Author, have 
wandered in greater and greater darkness. The new 
lights are only a will-o’-the-wisp when not depending 


, | upon the true light, which shone brightest in the Son of 


God. A very suggestive book on this general subject has 
this very title: Old Faiths in New Light; and it cannot be 
read without profit by those whose faith is made to waver 
by the discoveries of modern scholarship, or by those who 
have not read their Bible clearly enough to see that 





progress in clearness of perceiving the objects of faith 
has attended the unfolding of revelation and the progress 
of redemption. Much stress is laid—perhaps unduly— 
upon some dangers of infidelity on the one hand, or 
oracular theological demagogism on the other; but that 
will harm no one. The author of the book is the Rey, 
Newman Smyth. (12mo, pp. 391. New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons. Price, $1.50.) 

The works of Professor J. P. Mahaffy are so well 
known for their finished character, at once erudite and 
popular, recondite and sensible, that it is unnecessary to 
characterize at length his Zuripides. It is one of the series 
of short treatises, fuller than a primer, on the classic 
writers, issued under the general editing of Mr. J R., 
Green. It treats of the poet’s age, surroundings, charac- 
ter, and works—and the modern literature of the subject, 
too—in a manner leaving little to be desired. A little 
more heavy than a novel, and further ballasted by a 
necessary chronological table, it is a charming book for 
those who love solid reading and solid information ; 
though hardly any one but a scholar will appreciate the 
industry of the author, nor the difficulty or extent of the 
fields he has so laboriously and thoroughly gleaned. Any 
one who can read Theocritus, for example, will as readily 
enter into the life and action of his poems as he will into 
t®s<0 of Robert Burns; but it is not so with Euripides, 
To do this, this little book of Mahaffy’s is just the needed 
help. (16mo, cloth, pp. 144. New York: D. Appleton 
& Co. Price, 60 cents.) 

Following their excellent siaiitet of reducing the 
price of well-known religious books—a practice shown 
this season in their cheaper editions of Edwards, Henry, 
d@’ Aubigné, and McCosh—Robert Carter & Brothers have 
now put forth a fine new issue of Dr. Alexander Fletcher’s 
well-known Guide to Family Devotion. The volume makes 
a stately folio of 796 pages, illustrated by many large 
steel engravings, which, with one or two exceptions, are 
well chosen and well engraved. Dr. Fletcher’s choice of 
hymns was made before English hymnology was so rich 
as it is now; but it need not be specially criticised,—nor 
need his selection of Bible passages. But the daily 
prayers, which form the leading feature of the work, are 
not well fitted for living use; for they do not have the 
noble beauty of language to be found in the older devo- 
tional treasures of the Christian church, while they lack 
the simplicity of speech which the men and women of 
to-day prefer to use in their personal petitions and family 
prayers. (4to, cloth, illustrated, pp. xx, 776. New 
York: Robert Carter & Brothers. Price, $5.00.) 

Pleasant and useful compilations will have a value 
always, so long as people have no time to read the more 
voluminous standard works. Especially is this the case 
with the histories of the stirring events that preceded 
the Reformation. William Dinwiddie, LL.B., has achieved 
quite a success in preparing such a compilation, in a 
book entitled Times before the Reformation, with an account 
of Fra Girolamo Savonarola, the friar of Florence. 
Though not at all a work of original research, but 
gathered up from such sources as Hallam, including a 


-| number of writers of even less repute, the author has 


been absorbed with his subject, and produced honey, like 
the bee, rather than industriously stored up crumbs and 
grain, like the ant. The book is to be recommended to 
those who wish a general view of some portions of a very 
extended subject, and have no time to go through the 
larger, easily accessible works. (16mo, cloth, pp. vi, 381. 
New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. Price, $1.25.) 


Thirty Sermons by the late Rev. Dr. James De Koven 
have been collected in a neat volume, with a tender intro- 
ductory preface by Dr. Morgan Dix, of Trinity Church, 
New York. There is no mistaking the theological position 
of the sermons, for the sacramental doctrines held by Dr. 
De Koven are almost constantly apparent; but through 
them may also be seen the thread of devoutness and 


| sincere piety which enriches the writings of the best men 


of the Christian church, of whatever denominational 
name. The literary quality of the sermons is pleasing, 
being far higher than that which was to be expected by 
the reader of some of Dr. De Koven’s infrequent con- 
tributions to the periodical press. The profits from the 
sale of the book are to go to the De Koven Memorial 
Endowment Fund of Racine College, Wisconsin, which 
owes so much to the labors of its late warden. (12mo, 
cloth, pp. xx, 364. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 
Price, $1.50.) 


The store of good reading regularly offered by our best 
monthly«magazines is made yet more apparent when the 
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numbers for a year or a half-year are put forth in bound 
form. The eighteenth volume (May to October, 1879) of 
Scribner’s Monthly, and the sixth volume (November, 
1878, to October, 1879) of St. Nicholas, just issued in the 
neat cloth covers of their publishers, contain papers and 
poems and pictures of interest and profit to everybody 
that can read at all. Experience has shown very clearly 
that no books are of more constant popularity and ser- 
vice, in the home or the circulating library, than bound 
volumes of good illustrated magazines. (Scribner’s 
Monthly, 8vo, pp. viii, 952; price, $3.00. St. Nicholas, 
pp. viii, 848; price, $4.00. New York: Scribner & Co.) 


LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


Over 100,000 copies of Scribner’s Monthly for No- 
vember were sold; and no less than 103,000 copies of the 
December issue will be printed. 

A Dictionary of New York, patterned upon the younger 
Charles Dickens’s quaintly conceived and instructive 
Dictionary of London, has been published by D. Apple- 
ton & Co. The compiler is Mr. Townsend Percy, who 
has succeeded in making a handbook quite as good as its 
prototype. 





Twelve plain religious talks, simply designed and put 
into common phrase for young readers and hearers, make 
up a pamphlet called The Gospel among the Boys and 
Girls; Dedicated to the Children at Chautauqua. The 
author and publisher is the Rev. Hiles Pardoe, of Sun- 
bury, Pa., who mails the pamphlet for twenty-five cents. 


A welcome appearance in a field where new laborers 
have plenty of good work to do, is made by a fresh 
juvenile weekly from the house of Harper & Brothers. 
The title is Harpers’ Young People, and the first number, 
though not unmarked by the usual defects of first numbers, 
is full of reading matter which combines interest and 
sound morals in the right proportion. A Harper peri- 
odical always “ comes to stay ;” and great possibilities for 
good open before this attractive new paper for boys 
and girls. 


The great additional value given to writings on art by 
accompanying illustrations was lately mentioned in this 
column. A striking evidence of this gain is afforded by 
the late reissue of Mr. M.-F. Sweetser’s series of Artist 
Biographies, so often commended by us as the best popular 
library of trustworthy and inexpensive books on the lives 
and works of the world’s great painters. The fifteen 
volumes of the series are now handsomely bound up in 
five volumes, and each biography is accompanied by 
three or four heliotype reproductions of engravings of the 
chief works of the subject. We have never seen better 
examples of the ability of heliotypes, even when thus 
greatly reduced in size, to reproduce the effect of the best 
steel engravings. As thus strengthened by the addition 
of these handsome and serviceable copies of world-famous 
pictures, Mr. Sweetser’s series (published by Houghton, 
Osgood, & Co., Boston) may fairly be called master of its 
market. 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


——— 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—The sixty-second annual reunion of the Monmouth 
County (N. J.) Sunday-school and Bible Society was held 
in the Presbyterian Church in Freehold, November6. This 
society is one of the oldest in the United States, for it 
dates from 1817. 


—The New Hampshire Sunday-school convention met 
at Haverhill, November 4 to 6, several outside helpers 
taking part in the exercises. The secretary’s report 
emphasized the large prdéportion of admissions to the 
churches from the Sunday-schools. 

—Reports of industrious work come from the recent 
semi-annual convention of the Lorain County (O.) Sun- 
day-school Union, at La Grange, October 7 and 8; from the 
four days’ Sunday-school institute at Corning, Iowa, 
during the week ending October 18; and from a Sunday- 
school institute of the Presbytery of Chemung (N. Y.), 
at Horseheads, October 21 and 22. 


—A successful normal Sunday-school institute was 
held at Harmonsburg, Crawford County, Pennsylvania, 
October 29-81. Various practical questions were discussed ; 
normal drills were had; and the Tabernacle was de- 
scribed by the aid of a model. Among the addresses was 
one on “The position and power of music in the Sunday- 
school work,” by Judge C. C. Converse, 6f Erie. 

—tThe convention of the Sixth Illinois Sunday-school 
District, composed of the seventeen south-western counties 











of the state, was held in Carbondale, October 29-81. A cor- 
respondent writes: “A larger delegation represented the 
different counties than ever before. All the counties but 
one were represented. At each sitting of the convention 
the large church was filled to overflowing. Extra meet- 
ings were held in other churches. The greatest earnest- 
ness and enthusiasm prevailed everywhere. The music 
was all that could be desired. The meetings were marked 
with great spirituality, and it is confidently believed that 
much good will follow the fifth annual convention of 
the Sixth District. The next convention will be held at 
Du Quoin, Perry County.” 


—In Germany the Sunday-school idea has not won its 
way entirely among the good people, clerical and lay, as 
a necessity, whether with or without the ordinary church 
services for children. The name “children’s service” 
has still to be used in connection with Sunday-school 
councils, for many purposes. The tendency of the 
deliberations and debates show that there is a general 
waking up to the necessity of treating the children to 
more Bible, even if it has to be with less catechism ; that 
is, less catechism on abstractfons, though more catechism 
on the concrete biblical substance and manner of pre- 
senting truth. Ata late “Specialconferenz fiir Kinder- 
gottesdienste,” or special conference on divine service for 
children, held a short time since at Dresden, Oberpfarrer 
Schelle made a powerful address setting forth the para- 
mount importance of “a clear, comprehensible-at-first- 
glance, heart-and-soul-engaging, each-individual-child- 
attracting instruction from God’s word.” His address 
was a model of the very thing he urged, but too long 
to be given even in abstract. Practical observations 
about the music and the singing were also made by him; 
which showed that even in musical Germany they feel 
many of the needs that are experienced in America. 
Other practical topics handled by him are rather inter- 
esting as evidences that the German Sunday-schools are 
rapidly following in the track of the better progress of 
our own Sunday-schools, and are still discussing some 
elementary matters long ago settled here, at least in 
theory. The address was followed by a debate, for which 
the minds of the speakers had already been prepared in 
the preparation of sundry “theses” presented to the 
conference on subjects of interest given out beforehand. 
It was boldly stated by one of the debaters that “ not the 
Catechism, but the Scripture, not the Confession, but the 
Bible, must be the basis of instruction in the children’s 
services.” This is a bold utterance to be made under the 
eye, not to say with the approbation, of a pastor of the 
established church in Germany or any part thereof; and 
it becomes still bolder when it is remembered that the 
question is always presented before the German brethren 
how to combine, or how to keep going though separate, a 
general children’s service for all, and a special one for 
those about to be confirmed, or already admitted to the 
communion. Children’s service, or divine service for 
children, is fast growing into a synonym for Sunday- 
school. ; 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

—Ata recent meeting of teachers and officers of Sun- 
day-schools directly and indirectly connected with the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, London, nineteen schools were 
represented, having 476 teachers and 4,944 scholars. 


—Another illustration of the good outgrowth of Union 
Sunday-schools comes from a missionary of the American 
Sunday-school Union in North Carolina, who reports: 
“ A new school at Rocky Rise and another at Bethany 
have been added to my list. About three years ago, I 
held a meeting in a small school-house by the road-side 
in ‘playtime,’ and organized Mount Clair Mission Sunday- 
school. Last Tuesday I made them a visit, and was 
welcomed into their large new meeting-house, built on a 
beautiful hill overlooking some of the most magnificent 
mountain scenery in Western North Carolina.” 


—An account of a Sunday-school in a California 
mining-camp is sent by a correspondent in that state. 
He says: “ From among the Sierra Nevadas, in one of its 
pleasant valleys, where around and above us are the 
grand old pines, our mining camp is located, with two 
hundred souls, supporting five places where liquor is 
sold, yet no church.“ The community in its religious 
tendency is nominally Roman Catholic; yet only nomi- 
nally anything, having among its people representatives 
of a dozen nationalities. There had been no Sunday- 
school for many years until last May, when, as an experi- 
ment, one was opened. It has continued thus far until 
we hope it has become a permanent institution. Beside 
our regular sessions each Sunday, we have held three 
Sunday-school concerts,—the last one the closing Sunday 
of September, which we called the ‘Harvest Concert,’ 





our harvest season coming a little sooner than yours of 
the far East. We ovcupy the school-house for our services. 
The decorations were pronounced neat by the audience ; 
they consisted of bundles of wild oat straw over each 
window, the heads meeting in the center, while suspended 
below were clusters of grapes, pears, or apples. On the 
front of the platform, at each corner, was a sheaf of wheat 
and one of corn, while on, the desk was a vessel filled 
with elegant flowers, and beneath the desk a massive 
pumpkin nearly twenty inches through. Upon the floor 
in front was a basket of fruit tastefully arranged. Upon 
the wall back of the platform, in evergreen, were the 
words ‘Harvest Home,’ a cross beneath, and a star 
and wreath on each side. About eighty persons were 
present, filling the room.” 


—As in many other Sunday-school matters, so in that 
of libraries, the German people need much special light. 
It is interesting to see how this subject is approached by 
the Sonntagsschulfreund, for example: it is done ina 
manner at once evincing great sagacity and culture, and 
showing how sorely their religious public need leading 
and formation in a direction where things are taken for 
granted here. However, as thought and education are 
by no means lacking, a much speedier if not a much 
richer fruit is to be looked for from this new plantation 
in a soil already so well tilled. In many respects the 
prospect is good for a better class of books than would 
have been issued had the Sunday-school idea been obliged 
to work out all its problems originally in Germany. 
While the German notions and associations compel many 
things quite different from those that are American or 
English, yet in many senses they enter into the labors of 
the English and American pioneers. The Sonntagsschul- 
freund contrasts the fact that there are twenty libraries in 
Berlin, with a total of 80,315 volumes, for the common 
schools, from which the readers can draw books, with the 
poverty-stricken provision for Sunday-schools. While 
it would be “ carrying owls to Athens” to speak to such 
a people of readers of the worth of libraries in general,— 
especially when these common-school libraries are but a 
fraction of the sum of the libraries in the city, there 
being, besides the university and other great libraries, 
more than one hundred public and popular ones,—yet it 
feels called upon to say some elementary words in favor 
of Sunday-school libraries, whose purport we can readily 
supply for ourselves, as we well know their main reasons 
and uses. To furnish the libraries needs two things: 
money and knowledge; the latter of which the Sonn- 
tagsschulfreund is doing its best to supply. It has begun 
the publication of a series of catalogues, with short de- 
scriptions ; and it proposes to answer inquiries about fit 
books for Sunday-schools, not through its own columns, — 
but by a letter from the Rev. Dr. Wachsmann, Ph. D., 
31 Zionskirchstrasse, Berlin, N. W. It is noticeable that 
among the best sources of information about proper books 
there is chiefly mentioned the agency of the Rauhe Haus 
in Hamburg. The first two catalogues appear in the 
November number, and are marvels of excellence and 
cheapness. They contain respectively twenty-one and 
seventeen volumes, each catalogue to be had at the low 
price of five marks ($1.25), which is to be the price of 
each set enumerated in the several catalogues to follow. 
Competent testimony based upon a pretty extensive reading 
of the books catalogued, makes it clear that there is no 
more charming literature of a healthy, evangelical char- 
acter, suitable for children of various ages, in the whole 
range of German or other literature. Many are transla- 
tions from the English. 


GENERAL. 

—The Young Ladies’ Classical and Bible College at 
Binghamton, New York, writes a correspondent, “is 
making arrangements to give a free home to one hundred 
more approved candidates for missionary and temperance 
work, and to the daughters of deceased or disabled pastors, 
missionaries, and evangelists. The curriculum consists of 
the regular course at the college, with an added course 
of theology, medicine, and music.” 

—According to the statistics of the Bible Society in 
Stuttgart, the distribution of Bibles throughout Germany 
during the past year amounts to 438,000 copies, or one 
copy to every ninety-seven inhabitants. The entire con- 
tribution of Germany for this purpose has amounted in 
the year to 125,000 marks ($31,250), equal to a contribu- 
tion of five pfennige (one cent and a quarter), hy each 
person connected with the evangelical bodies. The 
British and Foreign Bible Society, during the same time, 
has distributed in Germany 353,000 copies; or 250,000 
copi@ more than all the German Bible societies together. 
Its sixty-six colporteurs alone have distributed towards 
150,000 copies ; and the expense of its work in Germany 
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and Switzerland in the same time amounts 
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A FavoriTEe YouTHS’ PAPER. 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Firzp. *s premium stained glass for churches 
‘ese than infetior work, testimonials. Address 
x 226, Stapleton, Richmond Co., N. Y. 


ATIONAL SCHOOL OF ELOCUTION AND 
Oeahery, 1416 ay oe Chestnut St., pale. 
Gran lomas degrees. 


eg! 

h 3 nee ae ists in all the yore 
aioe fon asta culture a ss feature. 
Next term o. i Afternoon class now forming. 
Send for rm ig | J. W. Shoemaker, A.M., Presiden 
Poe Bia BLAUS, 














Ca Prot Lith. Go Provienser et 


SUNDAY r PT RENOO , Springfield, Mass. 
gay f the leven of ow y= ed 








ot gabe AND SEE THEM.-@s 
He is also yg for the celebrated Tiflany Watches, 


and accurate courate ime Ben J of Siiiiies atemrnes ot nian, 


7THRISTMAR-EXERGISE PREM Aap Banday- 
school workers sending their name and 
tome,I will send a ng: ey Exercise 
Christmas. J. 8. Ogilvie, Pub., 29 Rose St., New York. 
tamp collectors. Send a 3c. stamp for new price lists 
NS} ‘and a nice sheet of stam: on approval. (Bots 10c. 
each, ey I 6, Brunswick 4, Navy : 
War 5. Syemalcet hae H. W. Mepham, Bt. Saas 
\ BRAUTIFUL iL OHSISTM AS PRES: NT.—48 
AG = eee for 15 gat. Ill oath 2 
fen Secie Bi toes, 


vee etc., 6 for 60c., ia for 
tati iven Ks eac 
fi" £7 Quotations a J. F. INGALLS, Lynn, Mase 
‘A DUSTLESS CRAYONS. PERF: 
Bir Tita AN CHALK. SEND FOR SAMP. 
TO BAKER, PRATT, & CO. QOL FURNISH- 
ERS, 142 & 14 GRAND 817., NEW YO. 








= 











THE PAPERS OF MOST INFLUENCE IN T. 
Fano. EVANGELICAL DENOMINATIONS 
UNITE IN COMMENDING THE PUBLICATIONS 
OF D. * OTHEO P& CO. 
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PANSY’S WORKS, 32 vols. 
ELLA FARMAN’S "WORKS, 9 vols. 


JULIA A. EASTMAN’S WORKS, 6 vols. 
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DECEMBER omias of SCRIB- 
NEWS MONTHLY will be ready Nov. 21, 
rapidly are orders increasing hat it is 
ght 1 = rst edition will not supply the de- 
aa . One cause of the recent increase in 
circulation, shown by the fact that there were 
100,000 November Numbers Sold in 
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the two seri Henry James, Jr.’s ** Confi« 
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character studies, and George W. Cable’s 
NOVEL OF NEW ORLEANS LIFE, 
‘> The Grandissimes,’’ This latter, begun 
in November, will be the Ieadin ng serial sto 
of the year. Mr. Cable’s “Old Creole Days” 
has attracted wide attention, and this, his first 
novel, promises to be among the strongest and 
most im important works of fiction that have yet 
appeared in American literature. The special 
attractions of the December number include 
Twenty Poems by American Women, 
all written for this magazine, and including 
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writers. Among the other literary features are 
an account of ** Two Visits to Victor 
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Roe’s mm US Success with Smali 
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All that enterprise and skill can do will be 
done to maintain the position of SCRIBNER 
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BABYS OBJECT-LESSON BOOK. B 
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The Latest Sunday Morning Sermons 


Rev. C. H. 3PURGEON 
Rev. DR. TALMAGE, 


Revised by them, with Portrait and Biography of some 
Eminent Person and Sunday-school Lesson explained 
and Anecdotes and < — Article, are published 
EVERY WEEK in 
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DODD, MEAD, & COMPANY, 


Will Publish Immediately 


Shakespeare's Morals 


Suggestive Selections, with Collateral Readings 
and Scriptural References. By Arthur Gilman. 
editor of the Po:ms of Chaucer, «tc. 1 vol., 
12mo, handsomely printed. $1.50, 


Believing that Shakespeare was indebted to the 
Bible for some of his finest thoughts, the author 
of this wnique volume has gathered some three 
hundred suggestive quotations fr.m the Great 
Dramatist, and has placed in connection with 
them extracts from the Bible and to some extent 
from other writers. 

The quotations are not the scraps usually found 
in collections, but extracts of sufficient length to 
have interest. The result is a volume of special 
attraction to the general reader as well as to the 
student of Shakespeare. 


Brant and Red Jacket. 


Being Vol. IV. in Eggleston’s series of 
“Lives of Famous American Indians.” 
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1 vol., 12mo, with map and illustrations. 
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PROPHET. 

2. RED EAGLE AND THE WARS WITH 
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THE TRUTH; 


A COMPANION TO THE BIBLE, 
By CHARLES J. GUITEAU, THEOLOGIAN. 


It contains: I. An oration on Paul the Apostle, pre- 
senting an enlarged view of this wonderful character, 
and id account of his B.. suffe: and 
great work for the Master. II. Chris e ecou? oming 
at the destruction of Jerusalem, A. D. 70. IIIf. Chris- 
tianity Reviewed from _the destruction gh bg ed 


to the present time. IV. Some reasons many 
rsons are going down to Perdition, inainding : a reply 
attacks on = Bible. 


Appendix Dr. Israel P. Warren’s account of the 
Siege and Destruction < Jerusalem, II. The Pre- 
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D. LOTHROP & CO., Boston, Mass. 
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Ingersoll and Moses. 


A REPLY 


By Rev. SAMUEL Ives Curtiss, D.D. 


Professor of Old Testament Literature and 
Interpretation in Chicago Theological 
Seminary. 


12mo. Cloth. Price, $1.25, 





Dr. Newton’s New Book. 


Pebbles from the Brook, 


By RICHARD NEWTON, D.D. 
6 illustrations, $1.25. 


By the same author : 


Rays from the Sun of Righteousness. ---- $1.25 
The King in His Beauty 


THE JEWEL CASE, 
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The Best Things ........... Fara 
The King’s Highway 
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Volumes from this series of Dr. Newton have been 
translated into no less than twelve different mnguagss, 
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dostanee, hinese, ‘Japanese, Arabic, Armenian, 
Yankton, and Bulgarian. 
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as waren HISTORY OF THE REFORMA- 
TION IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY. ab 
D AUBIGNE’S HISTORY OF THE REFORMA- 
TION IN THE TIME OF CALVIN. 8 vols. 12mo. 
New and neat edition Reduced from $16 00 to 8.00 
a McCOSH'S WORKS 5vyols., 8vo. b gnltoem. 
A new and neat edition Reduced to 10.00 
FLETCHER’S GUIDE TO FAMILY DEVO- 
TION spose OO 
WASI RIGHT? A Story by Mrs. Walton, ‘author 
“of “ Christie’s Old Organ,” 5 illustrations. . icv 12S 


“4 Book that will open wide many a “childs 
eyes, and broaden many faces.”’—N. Y. Tribune. 
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Boys and Five Girls on a visit to the sea at 
Christmas-tide, together with many Stories 
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Richard Markham.  Beautijully printed, 
with very numerous illustrations and illumi- 


nated cover. Square octavo, $1.50. 
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Belle and the Boys. 


By Mrs. C. F. CORBIN. 12mo. Illustrated. 
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GEMS FOR THE LITTLE ONES, 


By C. R. BLACKALL. 








A choice collection of Primary Class Prercines, 
esoms, Music, Prayers, Historical ee ee 
cal Lessons, Order of Service, etc., etc. us- 
trated. Cover designed by FRANK PC? oe 


A BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY GIFT 


For each member of the Primary Class. ~* a 15 
cents; in quantities of ten or more, 10 cents each. 


Address, 
C. R. BLACKALL, 
No. 9 Murray Street, New York. 
par ALi SUNDAY-S°HOOL SUPPLIES FURNISHED -@e 
AND BEAUTI 


NEW FUL 
REWARD CARDS FOR SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 


and designs—comprising Motto Cards—Reward Cards 

—Scripture Text t Gards--Senti iment Cards—Bible Verse 

Cards—and Bynpel Cards, 

TEACHERS a. list EDUCATIONAL CARDS 

SENT FREE y_ address. J. H. BUFFORD’S 

SONS, Publishers of ‘Novelties in Fine Arts, 141 to 147 
Franklin Street, Boston, 











100 Floral Pictures, 10c.; - [— Pictures, Mott 


10c.; 10 Pe: 
tit eres Mottoes, 10c.; 4 Fine 6x8 (othe 


toes, We. 
10c.; 1 Fi ral Surprise, 100. All 10c. Ail for 50c! 
a 


*a0o for $30, admi- 
yd caamabe ‘or use in Sunday- 
Schools and Home Circles; sent! 
free on trial; no mone: pepouat?| 
till received, tested and found sa! 
aches. erty, OPPORTUNITY 

OFFERED. — a 
Double Reed 3 ‘Octave 








DODD, MEAD, & CO., 
Publishers, New York. 
Pp AYING By our new m-+sbod of selling our 
popular book, 
-_=—. THE BIBLE FOR THE YOUNG AND 
WoOoRK FIRESID: COMMENTATOR. 
—eees SF ully illustrated, attractive, practi- 
cal,andcheap. It ells fsster and 4-i'vers better than 
pow A Ly oayg pu lished. Send for Circulars and extra 
rms 
ROE BROTHERS, 118 So. Seventh St., Phila. 
WANTED 
AGENTS for our BIBLES, containing Cruden’s Con- 
cordance and over 2,000 JWustrations With all the-new 
features. Also LITERATURE, ART and SONG, 
with over 400 ENGRAVINGS. ‘These are the books 
to sell ye ine noe BIBLES for parents, and 
LITERA and SONG for the young peo- 
ple. Gecukees and pub sent on application to 
J.H. CHAMBERS & CO., St. Louis, Mo. 











AGENTS “*Szrpax waster 





In Prose and Poetry, by upwards of 300 Disti ished 


Authors, at Home and Abroad, with Tntroanet on 
HEO, L. CUY LE 


= e % Binding, ijlustrated, 75. Morocco 
REAT, Publisher, 805 Broadway, New York.” 


AGE TS Wanted for the Life of one of the 
fx ES men our qoontry. has pro- 

duced, DR. CHA ETT. By his intimate 
friend, William M. Thayer. It is the Temperance book 
for the hour. For exclusive SLE Pa terms, etc., ad- 
dress, JAS. H. EARLE, Publisher, Boston. 


‘ANTED.—Men sng Babies to manage a State for 
my Object Teaching Bible. Must be willing to go 
into the field and canvas at first. Will pay $1 after 
a fair trial. Give W. Fito experience, and send this. 
LLAND, (Bean oo ncra Sn Mass. — 














cao 
. Broad: 
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CHILDREN’S [ 
Prayer and Praise Book. | - 


A Manual for the Home, the Sunday-school, and 
outdren's Church. Batted |b by WILBUR’ F. PAb- 
part D.D., Rector of St. Andrew’s Church, Phila- 

elp 
PRICES :—Board, $25 per 100; single copies. eo cents: 
— ee gold stamp, per 100; ne muslin, $50 
James Hammond, 1224 Chestnut St., Phil: 
pk og "auaeen may be sent to the Editor, or to Fred. 
Secfield, Publisher, 26 So. — St., Philad’a. “ Ad- 
mirable in every respect. Pres. Phila. 8, S Asso’n. 


BETTER THAN EVER! 


CHURCH & CO.’S 
Christmas. Selections 


FOR 





























| i ENTERING upon its Fifty-third Year, the Yourn’s 
CoMPANION fully recognizes the fact that the times de- 


mand the highest standard of popular literature. The fol- Church Sets Complete. 


lowing Announcements indicate that the Volume for 1880 
cannot fail to reach this standard. $35. to $500. 

The variety and worth of its contents will make it a re- 
pository of the choicest literature; a library of tales, travels, Delivered free anywhere within the New Eng- 
adventure, history and biography; a ‘‘Companion” for the | land and Middle States. 50 Styles in Stock. 






















































| study and the fireside, for the older as wellas the younger | Pews, Settees, Cushions, Chairs, Lecterns, Fonts, 
{ 8 7 9 members of the family. Alters, and Tables, of 1ihe most ed for. 
SIX Excellent New Carols Written Hx: S| I pn Special areriee- OS ne Paine’s Furniture rayon 
unday-schools, ete., by the best “ite Littie eo Mbther ya Serial, b y ~ "Dinah M Ra tote ___ 48 Cawat and 141 FRIEND Sts., Boston, Mass. 
ie eg Se | Seana. - ” eee aes i ORE DA EEN ares 
year’s selections. Now ready. | A Tale of Cumberland Mountains, by - [e) les Graddock, Shelf 7 Bracket, No. 12, Size 13 x 21, ‘and 


‘ over 500 Miniature designs for Scroll 
Sawing, and an Illustrated Catalogue 
f Scroll Saw goods, etc., will be sent, 
st-paid, on receipt of 10 cents and the 
4 names and addresses in full of the two 


Price, 5 cents. $4.00 per 100 copies, 


PUBLISHED BY Stories of Adventure, by 


Capt. E. Frechette, Fred. A. Ober most active Vp sawyers known to 
Charles Craddock, Mrs. H. B. Ki you, Price of pattern alone, 15 cts. Or 
JOHN CHURCH & CO., ©. A ifs send two stamps for 


° Stephens, . Charlies H. price tists of scroll saw goods, of Shieh 
——_——_——_ have one of the most complete stocks 
Fin AF country, and offer inducements 


66 W. Fourth Street, Cincinnati, 0. 








‘sah tee eee. nian Stories for Girls, by to purchasers made by no other house.. Liberal dis 
roaqdwa’ ew ork. 
i Feariee, Chsndier, Moulton, aiah Winter Kelloss, REW SEWING N MACHINES. 


THE LARGEST AND CHBAPEST 


COLLECTION OF 


Popular Sacred Songs. 


. 
Harriet Prescott t bpofford, Marion Harlaad. Warranted to. give sntiel tion, money 


ccchisaeinapeusigpiibetaliceiiaiaas Ee pone eh pce 
D leaf and sid dee ine} ain attach- 
More than Two Hundred Short Stories. | men ntaf'a aplendid p Scoseat for auyooay. "bi extre ies 








Harriet Beecher Stowe, Gpariotte Mary Yonge, J.T. Trowbri part: trim: fe sewing 
Rose Terry Covke, rles Craddock. an “Marion Y Harland,” oi you wan ie SRY Darts or tri — spies 
eee A. H. Leonowens, Gear jana M. Craik, “C. M. Cornwall.’ 
NOW READY: cee *;: M. Alcott, J. D. Chaplin, Frances M. Peard, Ja-Fe HALL, 








Harding Davis, Sarah 0. Jewett . 1035 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 








"GOSPEL HYMNS COMBINED,” 


Containing Gospel Hymns and Sacred Songs, Gospel 


ILLUSTRATED “se 
BY THE BEST ARTISTS 








Valuable Papers, by 








Hymns No. 2, and Gospel Hymns No. 3in one volume, Dr. Henry i Syihiiteh pha Soon eon See Conks a 
all duplicates being omitted. Dr. D. F. Lincoln, a - - On Hygiene tor Scho lars. 
George E. Waring, Jr., - - n Ventilation. 





Gospel Hymns Combined 


IS USED EXCLUSIVELY AT THE SPECIAL RELIGIOUS 
SERVICES CONDUCTED BY MESSRS. 


MOODY AND SANKEY. 


MUSIC edition, in Board Covers, $60 per 100 copies; 
10 cents per copy additional, ifs sent by mail. 

Edition WORDS ONLY, in Paper Covers, » per 100; 
2 cents per copy additional if sent by 


Biglow & Main, John Church & Co. 
76 East Ninth St., 66 West 4th St., 
New York. Cincinnati. 


CHEAPEST AND BEST. 


Christmas Carols, 1879. 


FIVE GEMS FOR CHRISTMAS. 
Every Sunday School in the Land can afford them, 


Foreign Letters, by 


Kdward M. Charles Barna: 
Louise Chandler Moulton, Mrs. John Tlitte. 





Brilliant Sketches, on 


Eminent Orpeers, My - - - - ae mo me Fields. 
The Home Life tatesmen, b; - - ran. 
Recollections bf yt. Men, - Ray'l Palmer, D. 

oy Edwin P. Whipple. 


College Days o t T. B. Macaul. 
- 8 Nathaniel Hawthorne, Geo: P. La . 
- > Edward Everett, Wim. Everett, ie 


Short Religious Articles, by 
Rev. Ra Falyer. D. Dy 
> Raced Xe SreRsc Ds 


Ek emo tn | EAC: Se anode 








“ “ 






































; As recommended by The Sunday-School Times. Full 

is or’ Husdocl’ cael aid.‘ Backal r= Practical Articles. directions by mpl y person can make for 25 
post-pa’ amples, & cents each, Out-of-Door Work for Girls. Miss A.B} aay welting patatas for producing 50 to 100 copies o: 
WARD & DRUMMOND, COMESEVERY WEEK ]] Advice upon Courses of Reading, Rev. Haward B y weiting Od pote S Sof Leaman’. a 
(Successors to U D. Wann), Sunday School Books How te yiteery Kenewt Led Europe, = pry! ran Mi. cing. which ‘ell N make the n ecessary Ink to last months. 

nte} A] 

116 N 5 ys ans; Y Homesteading in the West, - _Ex-Gov. Eider: @ oP Renges Pe Fa gg should be in eve CoN? CEiee, Hove, Say 
assau Street, N. Y. Brock-Haising inthe Westy = = ‘ranic vic Wilkkeson: Leamon's Dyes are thebest for all Family and Fancy 





Dyeing 
Wells, EE Co., Proprietors, Burlington, Vt. 





Christmas Carols 


Every-Day Facts in Common Law, by 


ee eee eee © BLACKBOARD«*CRAYON, 











HULL'S CHPISTMAS 18/9 lich of Crimes—etc. PUBLISHED ONLY FOR 
ANNUAL FOR eR ame oy SUNDAY SCHOOLSUPERINTENDENTS 
Adarese ASR HULE, ob Fours Avenue see Poems. 9-49, -) Of aod ol -b ae a - 8 oe 
New Yor e 
_ Henry W.ongfellow, agar Faoett, go G, Whiter PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH Co 
James T. Fields, J.T. Trowbridge, Paul H. Hayne. =a WoR Alo) a. Led em - ae 
Four Christmas Carols for 1879, ity ian” Nora SOM Bt 





ESTABLISHED 1780. 
WORDS BY MISS M. E. SERVOSS. 


MUSIC BY ADAM GEIBEL. 


Price, complete, 10 cents; 60 cents dozen ; $4 
hundred, post-paid. = — 


“THE CROWNING TRIUMPH” 


Collection of S. S. Hymns is especially rich in festival 
music. Price, 30 cents per copy, by mail. 


@ F. A. NORTH & CO., Publishers, 
1308 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILAD’A, PA. 


Everybody Should See 


SANTA CLAUS. 517 Aaeaed “publishers Youth's Companion, |. Sy auena fesse 


Editorial Department. 


For} articles on the Editorial Pages will be prepared by the most qual- 
fied pens. They will present, in a clear, succinct way, explanations of 

the meaning, and views of the progress, of most of the prominent 
topics and events of the year,—moral, political, literary scientific. 


SPECIAL OFFER. 
To any one who subscribes now, and sends us $1.75 
we willsénd the Companion free to January !st.,; and 
a full year’s subscription from that date. 

















Subscription Price, $175. Specimen copies sent free. 


























41 Temple Piace, Boston, Mass. A SPECIALITY. 
No charge for packing. Send for illustrated Catalogue, 


By W. HOWARD DOANE. 
HIS BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS CANTATA can 









































be produced wit! ithout costumes, and will . wor mite mrgne 
roau with or W ou Ost ea AO A aR NL 
prove = most attractive Evening Musical ®ntertain- ORG AN Successors to Braman Shaw & Co., 
Choruses, etc. ull directions for ‘most effective ren: — . sty dye nan 
iY ’ op 
doin, GOOD REED ORGAN FOR $35, lendia monthly 1 éot ent ertaining PARLOR FURNITURE, 
Sent post- cents. B PTED FOR USE yaet 
BIG LOW “% MAI N, secu pax SCHOOLS, CHURCHES ing fore y La Ag lain, Picopie Bt ye mipe 2s — rs WaA8BEEOOMS, 27 SUDBURY 8ST REET, BOSTON. 
Fe! Peg on Galle wean Cate ae youngest rea read y understand it. pepenay adapted to ORGAN B A T T Y PIANO 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. LOGUES AND FULL PARTICULARS deaf-mutes. A fine plate of the Manual Alphabet is on | Riwuncans 2@ Stops, ® set Goldew Tongue Recas me uct ee 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. To BH BILLINGS & O00. 21 Bast 14th’ one.of the covers. Intelligent and cultivated ple Knee Reeh, Valeo, warnt’d G years, Stool & Book $98. 
_ New York, will like it for og =! = ren. Teachers of primary | New Pianos, $142 to @@&G. e@- Newspaper seat Free. 
A GRE AT OFFER | ! Organs $30 up- ‘a inaks poe pot Ae a en ere pee End * sarx | Atarose Daniol F. Beatty, Washington, New Jersey. , 
bt yp tte WArrdas Pianos inorder erin a a, be 0. pa hte pv you | 10 cents for specinien. Address, res, ce Ramsonor, a Ee OL FR ITURE. ofthe 
upwards, U EEK. ALLEGHENY 
KEW F Nos and ORGANS at EX oe aeoey  iuraated Low | will oblige Nhe Nabiteheh, en Sielt he’ tka adker> AWD for Gatalogwe ¥ Oo. F NDERGARTBN MATERIAL AND FURNIT 
eo ee oe eee eet Boect New vers, | ‘iser, by stating that you saw the advertisement Si Papers publiahed by the Bupday-acbool Books and | WRITE 70 BAKER, ERAT # CO. SCHOOL 
om, § Street, New “York. 
PO. Box, $880. Fork: | in The Sunday School Times sn00l | BL aw YORE 


e 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


NDAY ognest. TIMES. Arm nw ong weekly 
Ly. thy 4 a 


prt “e to 4 i 2 3 haa $2.00 each. 
Ae Le One AAAS, ....0..-006 1.50 be 
“ 10t0 19 copies to one Address......000-- 125 % 
20 copies or More tO One AAATESBsccces------ ae a 


Se ree wanes ond 
a subscriber has paid. FP Keer teas net by 
fate receive a reqeet from the mibgorer Dual the the ‘paper 
Oe Superenane, Ne ee ane eS a as 
80 desires, Gnd remits the amount due for the 
that he has received it, The papers for a club will 
ton a sod pda) 5 ans es ected ". 

Buibscriptions wil will fe teeclved for any portion of a 
year at yearly 

While th: for aclub must be sent in 
age to one exidress, th publisher desires to have for 
reference the names of fil the subscribers. He there- 
fore requires that each club Caper gee be m- 
panied be on a ey Abt Hh, names and addresses of the 
perso! are 
maduaditions, may be made at any te to. stub, af the 

lub, as 
“4 anew. Gack naditional 





a 


" 





Any person writing to renew either a ogee or club 

subscription, in connection with wh’ his name has 

fore been known to the publisher will § please 

give the name of the person 4 whom the paper or 
rapes Bere agro’ heretofore in sen 

wishing to a te wl The Times to their 

friends, a ‘have specimen copies sent free from this 

office to any address. 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER. 50 cents year, 
This paper x te designed to supply superinte ae with 
helps, a, ta jp 2. line of . es reece work, to OMe icabiiaked 
ers an lars ha 

monthly, and will So eat. on reosipt oft its price, only 
to rubsoribers who are Pastors or Superin- 
tendents ( ineiuaing tn th e latter cies cametant superin- 
jeatonte. and h 


f depart: its separate 
rooms), and who, when partments meeting in they are 


L ding your renewal to The ee peeenat 
Paper, please ine mention the date to which cn md 
pm The Sunday School Times, as given on ie yello' 

dress label on The Times. 
THE WEEKLY Bg sopent caer. A separate leat for 
every Sunday in 
100 copies, one orn mga , 60 
100 


7.20 
Less than $00 topless at same rate, Orders not taken 
for less than one month, 


ws Sone Nee QUARTERLY. Contains the Les- 











for three months, with colored map, beautiful 
pletares sesbaetbere music, e etc., etc. 
your (ovr ad quarters) ; aa 
Binge cor One aya ur quarters) ...... ------ d 
Zowike ves (one quarter)......------ 5.00 
Bir pon ies (one quarter), each... 05 


cop es, or over, to one address for one school, 
3.00 per hundred. 
400 ooled. ¢ or over, to one address, for one school, 
od 0 per hundred. 

a are taken for three or six months at the 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Hodder and Haughton. 27 Paternoster Row. 
Lankennk C., , will o¢ gen a The American Sund choo! 
Britain. for ten ahillings Breeata he ee rape will be 


sold by all the princtpal s' Quarterly, J P 
ADVERTISINC G RATES. 


The uniform rate for ordinary advertisemen' 
cents per agate line (4 lines to an inch), each 
tion, Whether for one time or more. It is believed 
this uniform low rate, which makes 
ScHoo.t Times the cheapest advertising medium, 
far, among the religious weeklies, will meet with the 

neral a) proval of advertisers. e rate 

otices ay type, leaded) in ‘the 
ent, will be 50 cenite counted line for each 
for ae Otices (solid agate) 30 cents 


nsertion 
per line 5 ty om inner 
Subscriptions or Advertisements 


ae 





youl 


Letters con 
should be ad 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


WESLEYAN ACADEMY, 


WILBRAHAM, MASS. 











The Winter Term will begin December 3. The oo 
ment of $60 in advance will secure tution} in the 
demic or Preparatory courses of study with board, a 
limited amount of washing, room, hi 
all the minor expense he appointments and facill- 
ties of this institution are among the very best and 
most complete in the whole country. Bible study a 
specialty. Send fora omnes St or other im 
to ITEELE, Principal. 


Agency for Schools & Teachers, 
30 UNION SQUARE, N. Y. 


foun for stamp, “Supp ‘Supplies Behdoks aed i nd Patties with 
7. COPESWORTH PINCINEY, 
AUS EE rae 


7yon a BomOTE peg Y 


Rit advantegss for or a thorough 
yormloion tg imesh 


$ : et sand a. 8. W. 
MRA, A. BOG Us, pal. 
[iss LAInyS ome AR 75 YOUNG LA- 
DIES AN aan seenae 323 North Seventh 
Street, Philade siphia, w will re-o) ber 15, 1879. 


KAA ERNS 
MAGIC LANTERN: 











ot ie Sun 











CT. MIL LIGAN. 








wnarerng grr or in ‘inquiry con- 
paper, you 
will oblige the reer 


in on the nando School Times, 


HOW TO INTRODUCE THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 10 FRIENDS, 





FILL THIS OUT AND MAIL IT. 





JoHN D. WATTLES, 725 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


A reader of The Sunday School Times would like to have the person named below receive 
the paper for three months on trial, and encloses herein 25 cents to pay for} the same, according 











to your offer to new subscribers. 

Name ones 

Post Office 

County ..-.2--22002--2------------------ +--+ 
FIG ics cdiiicaneins wledsd |- Cikidin in wn Satine dee 


Oe Ree ee Bee = 8 we Oe Bee cease Sees Cees 


~ eee meee ee ee ee ee mown eee aaneee 


























Dok rid 
\CARD/ 


person. 
take them back, 


price desired. 
Address, 


us. 
order if not suited. 
7 business to attend to such letters quickly; 
and when orders come we send the exact 
’ article wanted, and at exactly same price 
as other customers pay when here buying in 
When goods are not as ordered, we 
Having trained and responsible 
clerks, who are able to use discretion in filling orders, 
we are enabled to give great satisfaction to the many 
1 customers who leave the choice to us. 
twenty years at retailing, we eannot afford to lose our good 
name by lack of proper service to absent customers, Write 
plainly, and describe fully what is wanted, and about the 


John Wanamaker, 


Largest Dry Goods House, 
Philadelphia. 


Out of town 
people who can- 
not conveniently 





travel, may have sam- 
ples sent them of Dry 
Goods and all other goods 
that we sell, if they will write 
No charge, and no need to 


VAULT TOs 


We make it a 


With a reputation of 





ATT TATA TACT ANTE 











AUNT Hv 








TTT TT Miss = 











“GET THE BEST-: 





é ZAMERICANORGANS 
9). WAVE BEEN AWARDED 4 
SUCH ATANY. § 


PRICES - 24% 
$ 54. bar $78. en | Fs 
“ TO $500 3 
AND UPWARDS: 
ALSO 
FOR EASY PAYMENTS 
$5 PER MONTH FOR 
12 MONTHS, OR $6.75 © 
PER QUARTER FOR 8 i 








“MUSICIANS GENERALLY REGARD THEM AS UNEQUALLED"—THEODORE THOMAS. 


OF. 959 OO Dis 0 ORGANS 


\S4TREmonT St., BOSTON; 46 E. l4tu.St. (UnionSQ) NEW YORK; 950 AND 252 Wasasu Ave., CHICAGO 





REDUCTION 


Illustrated, Re-arran 


ADAMS. RLACKMER. & 








IN PRICE! 


Before gg our Sunday-school He.ps for 1880, send for free samples i our 
periodicals: The Nat Sonal Sunday School Teacher ; The National Quarterly ; The 
Scholar’s Weekly, and The Little Folks. 


They are Reduced in Price, Newly 


d, and in et way made better than ever. 
4 


YON PUB. CO., CHICAGO, ILL, 





MENEELY & KIMBE! RLY, |T 


BELL FO N. Y. 

Manufacture a ‘superior qu aR ta af BELIS. § 

attention given ‘URCH BELLS, sar Culogas 
asa needing bells. 


J. & Rz LAMB, BANNERS. 
$6.00 Each. 


Silk and Gold Banners, 

Larger Banners, - - $10, $25, $50 
oe Sik and Gold 8.8. Baers, $50 each 

Send for Circular, 59 Carmine St.N. Y 


MENEELY | & ¢ COM. PANY, 


Fifty > a Matebiished ebm ‘enree i Guvicen, 
AcaDmeY, Factory BEtis, etc. Improved PaTEnT 
Mountines. Catalogues free. No agencies, 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 


Balls " rare yy ned ~~ Tin for Chaeenee, 
chools, Fire Alarms, Farms, ete. L 
WARRANTED. Catslogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN € TIFT, Circinnati, O. 
SE the Order of Service found in ane Soholacs! 





































hundred. Mo Gxizn Gharge for pestaws _” 





JULPIT PAINTINGS. 


Rigetee of 100 sets — : ae M. 
sermons, sin 9 
in if in 700 Churches. " 
Send him three a-cent stamps for book of plan, 
subjects, revivals, names of pastors or super- 
intendents using them. 1020 Arch 8t., Ppnila., Pa. — 


~Jiluatrated Yell 140 pages, 3 cent stamp. 





Sie) \GIC" s 


Magic Lanterns and Slides wanted. 


Theo. J. Harbach, 809 Filbert St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


gy prices: ever a 
Rifles, & Revolvers. 
OUR OUR $15 SHOT-GUN 
at greatly reduced price. 
Send stamp for end d soe 
Illustrated Catal 


» POWELL & SON, 238 Main Street, CINCIN ATI, oO. 











GET A BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER, 





WORTH REPEATING. 


— 


THE SONG OF HOPE, 


I hear it singing, trae A singing, 
Singing in an underto 
Singi ng, as if God had taught it— 
t is better farther on.” 


Night and day it sings the sonnet, 
ings it while I sit alone ; 
Sings so that the heart may hear it— 
“It is better farther on.’ 


Sits upon the grave and sings it; 
Sings it while the heart would groan ; 
Sings it when the shadows darken— 
“Tt is better farther on.” 


Farther on—ah! how much farther? 
Count the milestones one by one. 

No: no counting, only trusting— 
It is better farther on. 





BALAAM. 
(The Rev. Dr. J. I. Mombert, in The Churchman. | 


Balaam was neither an impudent deceiver 
nor a common magician, but a divinely 
illuminated prophet, who, though he heard 
the will of off did not do it, to his own 
immediate wretchedness and ultimate ruin. 

The King of Moab united with the Midi- 
anite sheiks to send ambassadors, with 
the “‘rewards of divination ” in their ‘hands, 
to invoke the aid of the famous prophet 
sguines the invading hosts of the Israelites, 

e entertained the messengers for a night, 
and though the divine Voice told him, 
“Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt 
not curse the people, for they are blessed,” 
it is clear that the language in which he 
conveyed his rejection of their proposal 
did not express his own decision, and inti- 
mated a personal desire to comply, for so 
we are warranted to construe the word: 
“Get you into your land, for the Lord re- 
fuseth to give me leave to go with you” 
(22: 12, 18). The second embasaage, com- 

posed of still + persons, offering, seem- 
fain eer cao reward (vs. 16, 17), 
met with a similar refusal ; but though he 
knew the will of God, instead of dismiss- 
ing them, he bade them tarry the night, 
that he might once more interrogate the 
Lord. In answer to his importunity, leave 
was given him to go, withthe distinct an- 
nouncement, however, that the divine will 
should overrule his actions. He went with 
the ambassadors, as they thought, to curse 
Israel, but, as he knew, to secure the prom- 
ised reward. God knew what was in his 
heart, and though he signally manifested 
his displeasure in a dreadful apparition, 
at first utterly unperceived by B , but 
afterwards brought home to him with a 
terrible reality, yetonward he went ; know- 
ing all the while that his way was perverse 
before God, and that though he went in 
the pursuit of gain, and had duped the 
ambassadors with false expectations, he 
could and should not utter aught but what 
God should prompt him to say. 

The sacred narrative unfolds to our 
view a succession of tableaux in which the 
prophet and the king appear as central 
figures. At their first interview Balaam 
declared his purpose to say only such 
things as God might put into his mouth; 
but he falsified the statement by the unmis- 
takable attempt to accede to Balak’s request. 
He offered sacrifices to Jehovah, but offered 
them likewise totheidol deities, and sought 
_ | by enchantments to work himself into a 

state of rapt contemplation.—The king 

took him first to an eminence sacred to 
Baal, and they both erected seven altars, 
and on each offered a bullock and a ram. 
The prophet retired to a secluded height 
to ascertain the will of Jehovah, and pres- 
ently returned to the king, who, with his 
nobles, stood by the burning altars ; and 
when his eye rested on the tents of the 
Israelite camp, the curse he would fain have 
uttered was turned into a blessing, and the 
wild poetry of its utterance concluded with 
the striking prayer: “ Let medie the death 
of the rig teous, and let my last end be 
like his.” A 

History has verified every word of his 
wonderful prophecy. 

It had been well for Balaam at to 
have left his distant home, for though the 
sacred historian tells us that he “went 
and returned to his place,” we learn inci- 
dentally (21 : 8, 16), that, unable to perverts 
the blessing of Jehovah into a curse 
induced the Moabites to snare the jereclites 
by furnishing them o Eppes 3 for licen- 
tious commerce. What came of it may be 
read in chapter 25, while the fate of 
Balaam is recorded in the general slaughter 
of the Midianites (chap. 30: 8). 


An old author says of Balaam, in lan- 
guage quaint and terse: 


“He was one of 
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those unstable men whom the apostle calls 
double-minded, an ambidexter in religion, 
like Redwald, king of the East Saxons, the 
first that was baptized, who (as Camden 
relates) had in the same church one altar 
for the Christian religion and another for 
sacrificing to devils; and a loaf of the 
same leaven was our resolute Rufus, that 
painted God on one side of his shield and 
the devil on the other, with this desperate 
inscription, In utrumque paratus—“T am 
ready for either—catch that catch can ;” or 
this was such asinful mixture as was that 
worship of those mongrels (2 Kings 17: 
28-34) who ‘feared God, and feared him 
not ;’ that is, rightly, for they feared him 
only for his lions ‘that he sent to sla 

them, not truly, nor totally, for God will 
not part stakes with the devil at any hand.” 


Which is Best? 


DR. J. H. VINCENT writes, April 16, 1879, 
in answer to the question of a friend: 


“The BEST Bible is 
the Teacher’s Bible, pub- 
lished by the American 
Tract Society. They know 
in New York the copy and 
style which Ihave. | PRE- 


FER IT TO EVERY OTHER.” 


The special style to which he refers is 
No. 192. Price $10. 


KID LINED BIBLES $5 to $15. 
Send for Circular and Sample Pages. 


Am. Tract Society, 


150 Nassau St., New York; 23 Franklin St., 

Boston; 1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia; 

75 State St., Rochester; 50 Madison St., 
“hicago ; 757 Market St., San Francisca 


igtat SEND FOR THE 


CHRISTIAN’S YEAR BOOK, 
Bible Reader’s Companion 


For 1880. Containing a plan for the con 
ing of the Bible in one year, a text for daily meditation, 
the International Sunday-school lessons and golden 
texts for 1880, many Bible readings never ro ub- 
lished, and choice poems. An ore riate mt for 
Sunday-school teachers to give to their scho! ire for the 
Ne each, 10 cents 
1.00; in cloth, 25 cents toch, per dozen, 

ogues and samples of r holiday esta ewe = ae 
eont free. Send for our holi Christmas 
and New Year cards a specially. ‘Atiress Stephen 
Paxson & Co., Bible and Sunday-school Book House, 
207 North Sixth Street, St. Louis, Mo, 


BEST FAMILY PAPER. 
THE NEW YORK 


OBSERVER 


Is the Best Family Religious and Secular Paper. It has 
five working editors and a large corps of contributors. 
It contains all the religious and secular news suitable 
for family reading ; vigorous editorials, foreign corres- 
pondence, youths’ § ers Ragen , literary, agricultural 
and business departments, with a choice selection of 
Miscellaneous ne. Terms, $3.15, post-paid. Sam- 
ples free. Addr 


NEW YORK OBSERVER, 37 Park Row. 
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50th Year 


ODEY’S 
LADY’S BOOK, 
a, §D .=. 


Bap ccc egan tions will be received at this Office in Clubs 
aper. 
The Sunday School Times and 
ee veer e pry Ai Godey’s Lady’: Book for 


SEE WHAT 


GODEY’S LADY’S BOOK 


WILL CONTAIN IN 





1880. 
Nearly 1200 pages of first-class iatesery Matter. 
ma 12 Steel Plate Engravings of Beautiful and Original 


a pounie Pwee miemenily Colored Fashion Plates. 
es. of land Instrumental Music. 
Epee Engravings, Illustrating Art, Science, and 
a, pena Diagram Patterns of Ladies’ and Children’s 
esses. 


on Architectural Designs for Suburban, Seaside, and 


or more nal Recipes for Famil 
And th 
SN ety yl 


full corps o f first-class Contributors. 
Address PUBLISHERS GODEY’S LADY’S BOOK 
1006 CuEstTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 








FOR CHRISTMAS TIMES! 





Now Ready: 


BIGLOW & MAIN’S 
Christmas Annual No. 10. 


4 be constantly iesesiing | deman: 
enables us to offer a ph A number of Carols, and 
a greater variety than ever before. 
No. 10 Contains 12 New Carols 
ALL BY WRITERS OF THE WIDEST CELEBRITY. 


WHILE WE OFFER DOUBLE THE 
QUANTITY OF MATERIAL, WE 
ADHERE TO THE OLD 
PRICES: 

5 Cents by"Mail ; $4 per 100 Copies. 


CHRISTMAS SERVICE No. 2. 


Des Sear es ore o now Service 


Christmas, ee ae 
which a valuable Bible instruction on the 
Birth and Mission of Ch 


1, 
The thousands who have used No. 1 of this series will 
find No. 2 even better. 





10 Cents by Mail; $7.50 per 100 Copies. 
MAY BE ORDERED THROUGH ANY 


We shall Issue, November 15: 


“Santa Claus’ 
A NEW CHRISTMAS CANTATA, 


BY W. HOWARD DOANE. 





We: believe that many of our petrong wt who labor so. 
Rd Bann idee * getting up Festivals, Musical Enter- 
nts, etc., for the enjo: — of Page whether 
it be tebe is the Sunda ae the School or the Music 
Hall be h eeunel with this new Omi] 





furore 0 los, Duets, Fd on Choruses, Songs by 
F Recitations, etc. Santa Claus is also Mntro- 
duced in all his glory. 


Sent by Mail for 25 Cents. 


A FULL CATALOGUE 
Biglow & Main’s Publications, 


EMBRACING THE 


MOST POPULAR MUSIC FOR CHOIRS, SUN- 
DAY SCHOOLS, SINGING CLASSES, 
THE HOME CIRCLE, ETC. 


Sent Free on Application: 
BOOKSELLER OR MUSIC DEALER. 








Address BIGLOW & MAIN, {35 Eacatinttcr" Atszc™ 








mensely ular, and is bow 
It is a Microscd 


photo; 


aintings in the country. 


three for $2. 
Grodan: 


phed on glass, and when magnified by the Micr 
and di inet, representing the o 
There are pictures of all the 


Get Ready for the Holidays. 


This cut represents an entirely new invention, which has already become im. 


nd to have an extensive 


e sale. 
, and as such is not to be classed with the cheap charm or Gem 
strument has Bang been offered at $1.00 equal 
© living parasites 
vine, and Anan of other wonderful things, but this is not all. 
There are tan Oke HUN each instrum: 


it. By its use 
n the body of a fly, or the Seales on a buiterfly’s 


NDRED BEAUTIFUL PICTURES, 
‘aph they sence | clear 
nal paintings from which they were 
ee of the United States, copies of the best 
a large collection of miscellaneous views. compris- 


Also 
ng pictures of Childhood, Love, Scenes, Comic and Pathetic pictures, in fact for 
variety enough to su * all tastes. on ma all, it sea as awe as 


This instrument is f peautifally 
for Ce me ong the focus, and reversible glass reflecting mirror 
Parents, Superintendents, or Teachers looking for holiday La will find noth- 
Hy My r the ous equal to this. Price, pronegs paid, with pictures all complete, 
$2.00. Money returned i 
Address D. L. SM 


'H i00 
lished, and nickel- plated, with sliding tube B 


ou ey not satisfied. Send stam for 
ITH, P. 0. Box 382, WATERBURY, CON 




















Everywhere known and prized for 
Skill and fidelity in manufacture, 
Tasteful and excellent improvements. 
Elegant variety of designs, 
¥ iciding unrivaled tones. 

Illustrated Catalogues sent Ice. 
J. ESTEY & CO., 
Brattlehoro, Vt. 


HENRY F. MILLER 


GRAND, PARLOR GRAND, UPRIGHT, SQUARE AND 
PATENT PEDAL UPRIGHT 


PIANOS. 


Used by all the gos artists. Universally recom- 
mended by the Musical Profession, 








PRONOUNCED THE BEsT PIANO OF THE Day. 


THE PALACE ORGAN 


We especially invite the attention of artists an 
amateurs to a test of ile Oren oe regards reales 
fitness for improvisation. Its choice selection of spe | 
makes it possible for the Se aa to_ express all ¢' 
varied effects which can be produced on a large Pipe 
Organ by HEPPE. 

C. J. HEPPE’S 


PIANO AND ORGAN DEPOT, 


Cor. Sixth and Thompson Streets, Philadelphia. 


TOMLINSON’S 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
REQUISITES 


nee the best pees ; 

ial circular to SUND ay. 

: SCHOOL SUPERINTEN- 
‘DENTS on adutication. 

JOHN H. TOMLINSON, 

Publisher, 50 Madison Street, 

ame this paper.) ) Ciieago, 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


Fire Insurance 
CNCORPORA TED 125. 


1825. 
000.00, Agius, $1,835 ,238.04. 
CarnioH Jan D 
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JOHN iL CROWELL, Sere tues 


GET A BINDER-LFOR YOUR PAPER, 








Magic Lanterns 


from $1 to 

Glasses, Field Glasses, Stereoscopes, Graphoscopes, 

Spectacles, E ve Glasses, Thermometers, Barometers, 

 eetebe By Instruments, Globes, Air Pumps, Galvanic 
es, e 


JAMES W. QUEEN & CO., 


924 Chestnut St., Philada. 


Cata’ talogues on @ plication. Part 1st, Mathematical 
5 po bag prey par’ Optical Instruments; 


ic Lanterns and "Views; part 4th, Philosophical 
tal ruments. 


Evergreen Decorations. 


Churches, S. 8. Rooms, 
Residences, and all Pur 
ties desiring Evergreen 
and Floral Decorations 
for Christmas or any 
season should procure 
the Patent Foundation 
for the quick formation 
of Garlands or Festoons. 
Letters, 
Designs. 
jogues and Price List sent free—the same list as 


Catal 
pe ogus, a further nonees the jorge discounts in the cata- 


each. Microscopes, Telescopes, Opera 





e, a cent. will be given 
perce nn ee on ni bills Shere ASH or its equivalent 
ies the order. If your catalogue is Jost or 


misiaid, write for another. It is economy to order in 
season, to receive by freight at half tt the cost of express 
charges. 


Dealers should apply for terms to the manufacturer, 
C. A. WARREN, Watertown, Conn. a 








and Stereopticons, of all kinds an prices. Views 
illustrating every subject, 2 Public “exhtbitions _ 


Class Demonstrations. NTERNS for Lr 


LEGES, SCHOOLS, SUNDAY-SCHOOLS and HOME AMUSE- 
MENT. A fullassortment of OxY-HYDROGEN LiGHTs, 
and a large line of Brs_E illustrations, constantly on 
hand and made to order, suitable to illustrate the In- 
ternational lessons, also a large line of views illus- 
trating American and European travels. 

See Send stamp for 80-page Illustrated Catalogue. 

Norr.—Teachers, Clergymen, and Professional men 
have found pleasant and profitable occupation in giv 
ing Public Entertainments with a Magic Lantern and 
a good assortment of interesting Views. Send stamp 
for Catalogue to McAllister, Manufacturing Optician, 
40 Nassau Street, New York. _ 








Ue see the Qrder of Service found in The Scholars 
ly. Issued in leaflet form at 75 cents per 
hundred. Rea Ne extra charge for postage. 


Emblems, rags | 


Bee- Hive 
OLDEST TRIMMING HOUSE 
PHILADELPHIA. 





And Is acknowledged by all to be the 
Cheapest and Most Reliable! 
Ven tein D pet ge to $10" 
yond. Also Ee tnentite. me perled Ge Tass, and Tape 
BUTTON DEPARTMENT. 
an et Ivory, Silk, and ie Buttons from 5c. a dozen 
the most expensive. Dress and Coat Buttons in 
Grochet Velvet, Bombazine, and Glass. 
ZEPHYR DEPARTMENT. 
Pgs ta Zephyr Goods, Canvas, Tidies, Brackets, 
VELVETS AND SATINS. 
Black and Colored Silk Velvets and Black Satins 
cut straight or bias, Samples sent. 
ORDERS. 
am All Mail Orders receive prompt attention. 


PaRTRIDGE & RICHARDSON 


17 North Kighth Street, Philad’a. 








a ? 
Le J. MARCY, 1340 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
For convenience eae , for ous or for 


baaeo DiRIVALLED, 


pe seg ley ra, Goran 
Splendid Outfit at Bottom Prices, 


IT WILL PAY YOU WELL. 


CAXTONETTE PRESS, $8.00, 





CAF Tor si beth Self-i 
sg fro. tas ta Sees welll a th 
n ' im 

work of a $250 Press. pine 
$3.50. Stamp for catalogue. 


CURTIS & MITCHELL, 
15 Federal Street, Boston, Mass. 
Established 1847, 


120 opt OL SAWS es 


& DESIGNS. rf 


SEND STAMP FOR CATALOGUE. 
TALLMAN & MEFADDEN - 607 MARKET,ST. PHILA 


Durable, Comfortable, Clean, Nealthful and 
hy; 














Philede bette for Circular and Pri 
For unity MY Y CANS wii'sena: post- pala, 


ample or 8 les of either of the 
following articles: Decalcomanie or Transfer 
res, Embossed Pictures for Scra * 
Pottery, etc., Handsome 6x8 inch Chromos, 
Floral Motto and Reward Cards, Scrip. Texts 
for Day and Sunday-schools; Christmas and 
.. New Year Cards, Perforated Mottoes for Km- 
| broidery Book-markers, Scroll Saw Designs, 
ee Card Pb aphs, Paper Dolls, Toy Books. 
fe Alphabet es Valentines, ete. e send 
our 32p. Illustrated Catalogue of 1000 curious 
and useful articles free with gt i 4.1, 
PATTEN & C., 47 Rorelay St. 
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ROBERT KELSO & OO., beer aha i aa al Market 8t., 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry’: 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver 
tisement in The Sunday School Times, 
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The reduction here announced in the price of The Sunday School Times puts that 
paper within the reach of every Sunday-school in the land. Jt now becomes, unquestionably, 
the cheapest weekly paper of its size and character in the United States. it gives 832 large 
pages (11x16 inches) of reading matter a year, or over eight pages for a cent at its lowest club 
rate. It costs less than two cents a week for each member of a club of ra or more persons. 
Schools that have been taking other publications because the club rates of The Sunday School 
Times were higher than they could afford, will not be slow to appreciate these new prices. The 
lowest rate heretofore for a club of less than thirty copies has been $1.90 for each paper. Now. 
the price for twenty copies, or over, is $1.00 for each paper. The reduction is a bold one, and 
even the present large circulation does not warrant it, but the change is desirable for the due 
extension of its field, and the n increased circulation is swre to come. Lower prices do 
not mean @ poorer paper, or less of it,—on the contrary, it is purposed to make the paper better 
than ever before in all of its departments. 


Here are the New Rates.—From one to four copies, $2 each. From five to nine copies, 
in a package to one address, $1.50 each. From ten to nineteen copies, in a package to one 
address, $1.25 each. ptr copies or more in a package to one address, $1.00 each. These 
prices include postage, which is re yf the publisher. Subscriptions will be taken for any 
portion of a year at yearly rates. hile the papers for a club must be sent in a package to one 
address, the publisher desires to have for reference the names of all the subscribers. He, there- 
fore, requires that each club subscription be accompanied with a list of the names and addresses 
of the persons who are to use the paper. 

Superintendents will remember that they can try the paper in their schools for a portion of 
a year at the yearly rate. Twenty teachers can be supplied for three months for five dollars. 

hy not begin now ? 

Any reader of this advertisement, who has never? been a subscriber to The Sunday School 
Times, can receive it on trial every week for three months for twenty-five cents. 





The Scholars’ Quarterly was started in 1876.as a 32 page book. It has now become 
a 46 page book, containing, besides the lesson matter, a colored map, beautiful illustrative pic- 
tures and appropriate music. It is used in schools of all denominations, throughout the United 
States and Canada, and a special edition is published each quarter in London, for use in Great 
Britain. For 1880 it will be tly improved, and its price reduced. 

THE REDUCED PRICE will certainly enable any school to use it. Could there bea 
better time to begin than at the opening of the new year? It will be sent by mail, without cost 
of postage to subscribers, at the following rates: Single copy one year (four numbers), 20 
cents 3 100 copies, one. year, 20 dotiars 3 single copies (one quarter), 5 cen's each; 200 
copies or over to one address, for one school, 18 d-»tiar~ per hundred, a year; 400 copies or over 
to one address, for one school, 16 dollars bd hundred, a year. Subscriptions are taken for 
three or six months at the yearly rate. Send five cents for a specimen. Send also for a specimen 
of the Weekly Lesson Leaf if something cheap and good is wanted. Address 

These publications are issued from the office of The Sunday School Times. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








Cheap Copying Tablet 


A NEW AND WONDERFUL INVENTION! 
We have succeeded, after a long series of experiments. in producing a COPYING TABLET which gives us 
entire satisfaction, and which we are daily using in our business. It is 


CHEAP, DURABLE, AND EASILY WORKED. 

From 50 to 100 excellent copies can be taken from the first transfer; and by using a second and third transfer, 
the number of copies can be carried to 150 to 200 

This CopyIne TABLET is invaluable for Sunday-school Superintendents, Teachers, Lawyers, Bankers, 
Architects, Merchants, Music Teachers, and others. 

Ist Size,for Letter Paper, - - - 50 Other sizes 
PRICE, { 2nd “ “ Note ne ~ lls, tips oD } made to order. 
If sent by ae pe express. add 25 cents to above ager The money must in all cases accompany the order. 


State the name of your nearest express office, and the name of the expresscompany. Full directions accom- 
pany the Tablet. 


ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
Publishers of “The National Sunday School Teacher,” 
147 and 149 FIFTH AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 


Christmas and New Year Cards. 


O* receipt of one dollar we will forward, prepaid, one hundred assorted Christmas and New Year Cards, suit. 
able for distribution amongst scholars. The exquisite designs and coloring of this selection will commend 
itself to purchasers. For fifty cents a smaller package of the same quality will be sent. 


Christmas Dream. Christmas Chimes. 


‘WO book novelties, respectively in the shape of a Christmas Tree and a Bell. These make appropriate 

presents for the season, and are highly suitable for hanging on the Christmas Tree. A sample of the 

Christmas Dream will be forwarded on receipt of 40 cents, and the Christmas Chimes on receipt of 30 cents. To 
purchasers of one dozen or more, a discount of 40 per cent. is offered. 


Reward Cards. 


b bags order to widely circulate our Reward Cards, we will send a sample card of each series, prepaid on receipt 
forty cents, this price representing a large discount from our list. We also enclose with this package an 











» exquisitely embellished Pbider containing the Lessons for the year, the Golden Texts and Calendar for 1880. 


To those desiring the folder only, we will send it on receipt of 15 cents. 


KRONHEIM & MANZANEDO, 23 Liberty Street, New York City. 


Successors to Wemple & Kronheim, Art Publishers. 


A_7v0 FAGKH DICTIONARY FOR 42 C'rs. 
the American Rasdonasy of the PAL A 
7 ba er Med any pages, po tlt clearly sane. accu- 
y pron an 8 , neal 
200 iicenratonn, and is handsomely bound in clotn, 
with gilt stamp. A library of e in itself. No 
excuse for word ignorance now. ast, es. for 
42 cents, which is much less than the publisher’s price. 
Two books for 75 cents. Stamps taken. 
BURT & PRENTICE, Booksellers, 73 Beekman St., N.V 


AM 6 nnaTA in styles to suitallhands, 
GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. may ve haa of ail deaters 


* throughout the WORLD. 
TPES eee 1S ESS TENS 


New Serics of 


SELECT NOTES & QUESTION BOOKS, 
































| ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS. | FULL 

By Rev. J. H. VINCENT, D.D. ILLUSTRATED 
| LESSON COMMENTARY OR NOTES .....2........ ----ecesecon case. cecenceees 25 | WITH 

| QUESTION BOOKS, Parts 1,2 aND3.......- 5 |MAPS & CUTS. 


4a With a chapter of Hints or Talks to Teachers. 
BRAD. 


LEY & CO. (Successors to Henry Hoyt), BOSTON. 











eva caa)CVERYBODY'S PAPER 


arash A Handsomely Ilustrated 
| Sunday School Paper, 
nearly fifty times as 
large as the minia- 
ture on the left. 








Established 12 years ago by Mr. D. L. Moody. 








PRICE: 
MONTHLY. 

1 Copy, one year, postpaid, - - 25c 
10 or more Copies, one y’r, postpaid, each, 15¢ 
SEMI-MONTHLY. 

1 Copy, one year, postpaid, - - 50c 


10 or more Copies, one y’r, postpaid, each,30c 


EVERY YOUTH'S PAPER. 


10 or more copies, one y’r, postpaid, each, 8c 


EVERY CHILD'S PAPER. 


=| 10 or more Copies, one y’r, postpald, each, 4c 
=| SAMPLES FREE. 

BB. R. NIVER: 

i} 20 North Pearl St., Albany, N. Y. 


PRANG’S CHRISTMAS CARDS. 


SEASON OF 1879-80. 


. 729. Package 
730, “ 


























For the convenience of out-of-town customers, we will send a single card (or more, if you 
liké) of any of the above kinds at the rate of the package, or if you prefer our selection, we will 
send sample packages as follows: 

Cards from various manufacturers of different sizes, varying in price from 1 to 10 cents each. 














10 cards 40 cts, 
1% “ more el DiptncocardunesishslbaiovesdéLactb tthe Mernecdbdvbtedneccétuctetewecoec $1.00. 
POSTAGE STAMPS RECEIVED FOR SMALL AMOUNTS. 
D. R. NIVER, 20 N. Peary STREET, g A.Bany, New York. 


CHRISTMAS WATCHES. 


DIRECTIONS FOR THE USE OF THE CHRISTMAS WATCHES AS A PRIMARY CLAss, 
ConcERT, OR HomE EXERCISE. 


Untie the ribbon and give one watch to each child, and have it commit to memory the verse 
upon it. In conducting the exercise, let the teacher or parent ask : “‘ What Scripture text of one 
word is appropriate to be said at one o’clock on Christmas morning?” ‘ What of two words at 
two o’clock ?” etc. If the teacher can procure a clock-face, and move the hands from one to two, 
from two to three, and so on, before the children’s eyes, it will add to the interést of the exercise. 

Sample watch mailed on receipt of 10 cents. Price, per dozen, $1.00. 


D. R. NIVER, Atspany, New York. 





Curistmas Stars for decorating Christmas trees, packet of three, 5 cents. 

Bratow & Marn’s, Jonn Cuurcn & Co.’s and Asa Hutu’s CHRISTMAS 

SELECTIONS, containing choice new Christmas music, $4.00 per 100. 
Ward & Drummond’s CHRISTMAS CAROLS, $2.00 per 100. 





SATIN BANNERETS, 


FOR CHRISTMAS, 1879. 


These elegant Christmas decorations will, we believe, be the popular novelty of the coming 
holiday season. 
They are of Satin, 6 inches by 10, manufactured expressly for the purpose by Cheney Bros., 
and are illuminated in gold, silver, and colors, with various designs and appropriate mottoes. 
The Bannerets are of several colors, are mounted on a pair of ornamental rollers, with gold 
ends, and provided with cord and tassels of rich silk, for the purpose of hanging on an easel, on 
the wall, or the Christmas tree. 
The mottoes are the following : 
1. A right merry Christmas, 
With no cause for a tear, 
A heart ever thankful, 
And a happy New Year! 


2. Beas merry as good Company, good Welcome, and good Fare can make good people. 
3. Joy, Peace, Contentment, and Love be with you. 

Each Banneret is packed in a neat box of a tint corresponding with the color of the satin, 
and marked with the number of the motto and design. 

The process of illumination of these Bannerets is patented by Mr. Prang, and presents an 
entirely unique feature in textile decoration. This process of manufacture is a slow and costly 
one, and the possible production for the holiday trade will consequently be limited. We will 
be prepared to fill all orders taken till December 1. All orders coming later we will do‘our 
best to execute, but do not feel safe in making definite promises. Price, $1.00 each. 

Remit by draft on New York, money order, or registered letter, to 


D. R. NIVER, 20. N. PEARL STREET, ALBANY, N. Y. 


Zhe Sunday School Times holds itself responsible for the character of the advertisements it contains, and will retund to its subscribers any money that they lose through fraudulent advertisements in its columns. 

















